INTRODUCTION TO COMMUNITY FORESTS AND THE FOREST OF MARSTON VALE. 

You are working as a team in the local planning office of Mid Bedfordshire District Council. Your task is to write a report to the full Council on which of the development proposals for the area are sustainable and whether they should be allowed to progress.

Your final reports should be produced as a wall display. It is important that everyone participates in this exercise, but how you divide the work up is up to your team.

In order to help you with this task the following information is available to you.

i) An Electronic Geographical Information systems consisting of a aerial photograph and hidden data layers, Power Points and documents.

ii) Views of various stake holders in the Marston Vale

iii) An introduction to the Forest of Marston Vale 

iv) There are also websites with information on them.  Most notably:~ www.marstonvale.org (Forest of Marston Vale)

www.elstowgardenvillages.co.uk (Wixhams Sustainable settlement)

http://www.bized.ac.uk/current/leisure/2004_5/310105.htm (Center Parcs)

However you might like to research the topics to find out what else has been said about these proposals, or other proposals for the area. You can do this by using a search engine on the Internet, but please remember that not all sources are accurate and some contain information that is biased.

To help you a number of questions have been developed that will allow you to produce your display.

1. Visit  http://www.communityforest.org.uk and look for what the aims of Community Forest are. Use the template to make a note of what you think are the 5 most important aims of these 12 Forests are.

2. Look at you five top aims and compare these with the five guiding principles from the government for sustainable development. These are:~

a) Living within environmental limits

b) Ensuring a strong, healthy and just society

c) Achieving a sustainable economy

d) Promoting good governance

e) Using Sound science responsibility

3. Visit http://www.marstonvale.org the web site of the Forest of Marston vale and use the template to record any examples of activities that link to the five aims of community forests that you identified earlier.
4. Use the aerial photo of the Marston Vale area of Bedfordshire, the hidden data layers contained on the photo and the introduction to Marston Vale information to build up your own picture of what the Marston Vale area of Bedfordshire is like.
In your assessment of what the area is like you should include a description of the location of the forest. In particular use the layers to:~

a)  Explain how much Primary industry occurs in the Vale (Sand & Gravel extraction)

b) Explain how some of the old extraction pits are used (Landfill sites)

c) Why the area might be considered as derelict

d) What pockets of high quality environment there is (Ancient Woodland, Accessible Woodland, Parks & Gardens & Conservation)
e) How Woodlands are being developed (Kempston Wood, Berry Wood, Buttons Ramsey and The Millennium Country park).
5. There are many plans for developments in the Marston Vale. It is important that these developments are sustainable and don’t spoil the Community Forest. For the purpose of this exercise we are going to look at 4 proposals:-

a) The development of a new sustainable settlement called The Wixhams on the site of a derelict ammunition site (formally Elstow Garden Villages)

b) The building of a forest holiday village for Center Parcs called Warren Wood
c) The development of a new Landfill site in order to take more rubbish produced in the South of England

d) The further development of a Country Park and Conference Centre at Marston Mortaine.

Your task is to decide whether all, some or any of these plans should be allowed in the Forest of Marston Vale.

brianroberts@fieldofenterprise.co.uk GA/DfES

October 2006


