
Instructions for creating a flood hydrograph for Boscastle in Microsoft Excel

1. Enter the data for Boscastle on an Excel spreadsheet exactly like this: The top row of data is the time, then below it is the precipitation and the bottom row is discharge. You must put the data in across a row of the table, and not down a column.  Do not leave rows between the data. 
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Use the cursor and highlight the three rows of data (time, precipitation, and discharge). Under the “Insert” menu, select “Chart”. A window will pop up. Select the “Custom Types” tab. In the “Chart Type:” box, scroll down and select Line – Column on 2 Axes. At the bottom, select “Next”. 
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Select the “Series” tab at the top of the window.
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Then select the Category (x) axis labels icon 

On your spread sheet just select the top row of data (the times). Then click on the icon at the side of the window.



From the series menu at the side select “series 2” (at the top of the list) and click on the Remove button below the menu. Then click “Next”.

4. Under “Chart Title” box, type in Boscastle Flood Hydrograph. Under “Category (X) axis” box, type in “Time”. In the “Value (Y) axis”, type in “Rainfall (mm)” and in the “Second value (Y) axis”, type in “Discharge (cumecs)”.  

Then, click the “Next” button. Then click “Finish”. Choose “save as a new chart”.

5. A chart will now appear. Click on the “Series 1/Series 2” box and clear it. Right click on one of the bars on your graph. Select “Format Data Series…” A new window should pop up. Under the “Patterns” tab and in the “Area” box, there should be lots of colours. Select the colour that you want for the bars (rainfall), preferably blue. Click on the “Options” tab. In the “Gap width:” box, type in “0”. 

Click on the “OK” button. 

6. Save your graph. It should hopefully look like this


Creating a Living Graph of the Boscastle Floods

1. Open a word document and under the ‘File’ menu select ‘Page Set Up’. Under the ‘Paper Size’ tab select ‘Landscape’

2. ‘Copy’ and ‘paste’ your graph into the word document
3. Then ‘paste’ the photos around the graph adding arrows to where on the graph you think the photos illustrate.
4. As an extension task find two more photos or quotes from people caught up in the floods to add to your living graph.
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