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Recognition to Dick Palfrey of Kirklees Education Service for the Journey Sticks idea. Mr Palfrey led a workshop on Journey Sticks which I attended at the 2005 Charney Manor Conference.

Year: Two 

Subject: Geography 

Introduction: This is a one day activity to promote the map-making process at primary age level. The activity can be undertaken in isolation of the existing geography work or can underpin a medium term plan based on graphicacy.

Learning Objectives:

To understand the main features of a map

To be able to make a journey stick of a route

To understand that maps can show the route of a journey

To make a map of a route taken with a journey stick

Cross-Curricular Objectives:

To respect the Countryside Code along a journey

To be able to undergo peer assessment in a small group

To be able to make a personalised response to surroundings and express it

ESD Links:

Diversity: Knowledge of changes along a route in terms of landscape, flora and fauna

Learning Outcomes:

Most children will know the main features of a map and will undertake a journey stick independently observing the countryside code. They will recognise the features that the journey stick reminds them of and represent this on a map using most of the features discussed.

LA: With support children will create a journey stick and be able to transfer this into a linear map. They will create a basic map however this may be more pictorial and may not represent the full route taken.

HA: Children will have an understanding of map-making and will give examples of the features of a map such as experiences when they have used a map. They will create a journey stick and the map will reflect this journey accurately with emoticons used to extend the map. They will support peers in assessing their maps and be able to think of the skills they have acquired during the activity.

Resources:

An open space, class set of sticks, sellotape, drawing pins, paper and wax crayons for tree rubbings, stickers to make emoticons, string.

Key Vocabulary:

Map-making (rather than drawing a map as this brings a more artistic response to the task and children’s feelings towards art could hinder their attitude towards the geography task).

Route

Journey Stick

Linear Map

Features of a map – for instance key/scale/affective mapping
Session Outline:

Preparations:

· Begin with a discussion in the classroom on what is a map? Thought shower the key features of a map and encourage children to give examples of when they have used these features in their own experiences.

· Ask children to consider if you asked them to make a map right now of the chosen area how well would they do it?

· Following discussion, introduce the concept of a journey stick and the activities children will undertake.

· Load up the Countryside Code rules and discuss how children can work responsibly with their journey sticks. This is the point to discuss the health and safety implications of what children pick up.

The Journey Stick:

· Each child begins with their empty stick and as they walk around an area they collect items that interest them, attaching these in chronological order to their stick thus marking the journey they have taken. The items are personal to each child, which aims to encourage a sense of personal geographical experience. 

· As the children attach their items they begin to realise that the stick is representing the whole journey and that how they attach their items signifies this. For example if there is a central half way point on the walk, children know that that should be the central point on their stick.

· In order to make the journey sticks affective, adults can have stickers with them for children to mark emoticons, which can be stuck to the stick.

Linear Map:

· Following the journey stick completion, children can remain in the area or return to the classroom. 
· Ask children how long they think professional mapmakers take to produce a map and whether they do it one go? Explain to children that they are going to make a linear map to start to draft out what they found on the route.
· During the linear map drafting stage children can add emoticons to their map.
· Encourage children to find a partner and share their linear maps. This begins the process of being aware that geography can be a personalised subject.
Map making:

· Bring the class together and explain to the children that now they have had a first attempt at making a map they are now going to twist and turn their linear map and journey stick to create a map of the area. 
· Remind children of the discussion about features of a map and create a checklist for children to follow.
· All children then make a final map including a key and other features discussed.
· NB: It is at this point that differentiation and scaffolding learning can occur - Year 5 /6 pupils can think about views and scale and could create a range from oblique line views to aerial views of the journey’s taken.
· Extension: Encourage children to make their maps affective through the use of emoticons, which can be added to the key. Alternatively children can create a living graph of their experience to discuss in the plenary.
Plenary:

· Bring the class together with their maps and initially assess them through peer discussion.
· Ask children to form pairs and using the checklist created prior to the map-making ask children to assess each other’s maps.
· Bring the class back together to discuss these key questions:
· Did anyone see a map that really made good use of the checklist?

· Why was each map different?
· How did the journey stick support you to make a map
· Extension: what have you learnt about the skills you can practice in geography from doing the Journey Stick activity?
http://www.geography.org.uk/projects/primaryhandbook/mapsandstories/4-7 


