Can Socrates help us develop our understanding of urban land-use?
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You should already have some knowledge and understanding of urban land-use patterns. The following exercise focuses on using questioning to help you develop your own understanding. You should work in pairs or threes and debate land-use using the questions below. The questions should be directed to people in the group who then need to answer, you should not see the questions as starters for all to debate – each person should be questioned, and should add to the answers.

The main question is ‘What is the pattern of land-use in cities?’
· How do we know that land-use differs within cities?

· Do you have evidence for these differences?

· Why do you think these differences occur?

· Can you give me an example of different land-uses?

· Can you explain these different land-uses?

· Can you give me a counter-example (i.e. something that show the pattern not to be true)?

· What if someone were to suggest that poor housing was found at the edge of cities?

· Does that fit in with what we said earlier?

· Is there a general rule for urban land-use?

· How does what we have said helped us?

· Where have we got to in our understanding?

· Are we any closer to answering the question?

You are not allowed ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ answers. You must discuss and give evidence   
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