New skills with electronic atlases 
Use an electronic atlas (either CD or online). You are going to consider what knowledge and skills students must have before they can make best use of this resource. Such knowledge and skills are called learning prerequisites.

First, use the atlas and find out what it can do. Then, consider what the learning prerequisites are for this functionality. For example, your atlas allows the user to zoom in and out of maps. Learning prerequisites for making the best of this functionality might include:

· Being able to locate the zoom tool (perhaps a magnifying glass button with a plus or minus sign inside).

· Understanding that zooming in produces a map at a larger scale and that zooming out produces a map a smaller scale.

Key words are shown in italics.

You should find the following questions helpful in thinking about the additional functionality that electronic atlases often provide, compared with conventional atlases:

· How is scale represented?

· Can the user measure distances and areas?

· Is there a route planning facility?

· How can places be navigated or searched for (e.g. by name, postcode, or progressively zooming in)?

· Can split screen comparisons be made between places?

· Are animations available?

· How does the legend work?

· Can you change map projections?

· Is there an audio facility (for example, to help with pronunciation)?

· Are video clips available (for example, to add a sense of place)?

· Can you annotate maps or add and remove layers of information?

· Can you change the class boundaries of data in thematic maps?

· Can you change the symbology?

· Is learning support provided (for example on rollover of the cursor)?

· Are interactive graphics available?

· Are there links to Internet resources such as webcams and 3600 photographs?

The list of learning prerequisites you compile should give you some important clues about the teaching you need to do in order to support student learning.
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