Planning a map skill lesson

Plan a lesson for Year 7. You are going to teach students how to look up places in their atlas.  Your lesson will include the following key concepts and skills:

· Alphabetical order (consider the progression from, for example, Amsterdam, Berlin, Copenhagen to Southport, South Shields, Southwold etc.)

· Alphanumeric grid codes (e.g. the target location is in area B4) 

· Latitude and longitude (in degrees and minutes)

· Equator, poles, prime meridian, northern and southern hemispheres.

You will need a set of atlases for your school students and probably a globe. Your lesson is likely to include demonstration and practice as well as an assessment that tests student skill.  You might for example ask students to look up a list of towns in the index and find out from the maps which river each is located on.  

This lesson example focuses on a particular skill. Although many teachers include such lessons in the early part of Year 7, students need frequent practice in using and maintaining their skills. Atlas work should be an integral part of most geography teaching and there are opportunities for identifying the location of places, making inferences about geographic coordinates (see the Degree Confluence Project) and using appropriate cartographic terminology in almost every unit of study.  
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