Explaining text  - a short starter activity

Choose a topographic (general reference) map from the atlas that shows a place you are going to teach about. Prepare a short introductory explanation about how the text labels on the map work. Your explanation should include:

· How to pronounce key place names.

· How to remember difficult place name spellings.

· How categories of feature are shown in differentiated type style and size (a common system is for political and administrative units to be in upper case, settlements in sentence case, physical features in italics, etc.).

· What the abbreviations on the map mean.

· What words in brackets mean after place names. Several different conventions may be used. For example: Bornholm (Denmark) shows what country a territory belongs to whereas Mumbai (Bombay) shows the former name of a place. 

· Any common foreign language place name elements (such as Costa, Sierra, Rio, Mont, Lac, etc.).

· Any differences between how places are named on the map and the names they actually have at the location. For example: Vienna/Wien; Cologne/Köln.    

As an example, consider a map of Italy. You are going to teach about changes in the Mezzogiorno so your students will have to know how to pronounce Puglia. You want students to understand that the places we know as Rome, Naples and Milan are called Roma, Napoli and Milano by Italians. Two large islands are named on the map as Corsica (France) and Sardinia (Italy). That means one is French and the other is Italian. What obvious difference is there in the way of life on each island? Florence is shown in a larger typeface to Siena (because it has more people). Umbria and Tuscany are printed in capital letters (they are the names of regions, not settlements) and San Marino is printed in bold capitals (it’s a separate country). Using the map, can you guess what Lago and Golfo mean?
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