Atlas use

Observe a number of geography lessons in your partner school and/or talk to geography teachers about the use they make of atlases. Here are some possible atlas activities:

· Comparing a world map with a globe

· Finding places using the index and co-ordinates.

· Making a sketch map from a topographic map in an atlas (e.g. to show towns and routes).

· Measuring the distance between places using the scale.

· Comparing an atlas map with a satellite image.

· Making a sketch map from a thematic map in an atlas (e.g. one showing climate, industry, energy, etc.).

· Describing the general features of a region using a topographic map in an atlas.

· Using information from statistical tables in an atlas.

· Describing a region using several different atlas maps at different scales.

· Describing the distribution of a geographic pattern using a thematic map.

· Understanding how maps are made.

· Referring to an atlas to see where places being studied are located.

· Using an atlas for independent enquiry.

Which of these activities are common? Which are rare? Do students engage in different atlas activities as they progress through the school? Compare your findings with others in the group. Do you have a view about whether some activities should be undertaken more or less often? How could a geography department ensure that there is progression in atlas work through the school?
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