




Some ideas for enquiry questions – Amazon Rainforest

Each question is designed to ‘showcase’ a certain big concept. This isn’t to say that activities in that enquiry sequence won’t develop thinking around other concepts too; it is just a matter of focus. Which concept in particular will drive your planning and shape the children’s learning? Which one will help you choose which activities to include and which to leave out this time? I’ve found that foregrounding one concept in this way really sharpens up my thinking, giving more focus and direction to the sequence. Ideally, enquiry questions should have both ‘pith and rigour’ (i.e. be both well-phrased engaging questions that children want to answer and carefully designed to draw out high quality geographical learning). See Re-presenting Geography section 2.1 for more details about this. Formulating really good enquiry questions is not easy to do – try starting from rigour (geography teachers are already good at this), then moving to pith! This isn’t to say that all questions should be teacher-formulated at all, but these ideas apply to those that are.

DIVERSITY

· What’s special about the Amazon rainforest?

· Amazon Rainforest: an ‘unbroken green carpet’?

· Tribal life: the past or the future?

· What can be learned from the Yanomami? (cultural understanding focus)

· How could you live in the Amazon Rainforest?

· Why do so many species live in the Amazon? (a bit lacking in pith, this one – can you make it better?)
CHANGE

· Should people be allowed to destroy the Amazon rainforest? (see Re-presenting Geography section 2.2)

· Will the Amazon Rainforest still be there in 2010?

· How did the car change the Amazon? (focus on the rubber boom)

· What should happen to the Amazon?

· Trees or Televisions? (see Re-presenting Geography section 2.3)

INTERACTION

· How well does the Amazon ‘work’?

· Who should decide the Amazon’s future?

· Can the Amazon’s resources be used sustainably? (bit lacking in pith, this one – can you make it better?)

· Would nature reserves work in the Amazon? (scale focus)

· Should we buy chewing gum/hardwood furniture/Brazilian beef….?

· Why is the Amazon rainforest there? 

PERCEPTION & REPRESENTATION

· Whose Amazon: empty space or loaded store cupboard?

· Who does the Amazon belong to?

· Amazon Rainforest: ‘an impenetrable green hell’?

PROCESSES/METHODS

· How easy is it to check up on rainforest destruction? (GIS focus)
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Processes/methods focus:








Final outcome activity:
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PLACE              TIME


SPACE





DIVERSITY





How and why does it vary over space? (differences in form, function, pattern of distribution etc)


How does this affect different groups and how is it managed?





1.1a, 1.2b, 1.7a, 1.7b





Sample enquiry question:








CHANGE





How and why has it been different in the past?


What has the nature, rate and extent of change been like?


How might it be different in the future? (prediction)


Which of the different future paths are more/less desirable? 


How can the more desirable outcomes be achieved?





1.1a, 1.2b, 1.4a, 1.5a, 1.6a,b 





Processes/methods focus:


How easy is it to check up on rainforest destruction?  (GIS)





Final outcome activity:








PERCEPTION & REPRESENTATION





How do different people experience it (directly or indirectly)?


How do they communicate this experience? How does this affect their own and other people’s views and actions?





1.1b, 1.7b





INTERACTION





How are different elements linked? (inc. physical-human; human-human; physical-physical)


How does change in one element knock on to others? How might this affect different groups?


What are the ‘power geometries’ of the links?


What can we learn about it by ‘zooming in and out’ of scales? 





1.1a, 1.2a, 1.3b, 1.4a, 1.6a,b





Geography’s Big Ideas – what do they involve?





Final outcome activity:


Short ‘myth-busting’ booklet for visiting tourists outlining different types of forest and the unique characteristics of the Amazon, including the variety of environments to be found there.





Final outcome activity:


Display board illustrating ecosystem interlinkages and evaluating the ways people can work with or against the ‘system’








Final outcome activity:


Illustrated oral presentation contrasting two different maps and suggesting how each would affect the actions of decision-makers at national level.





Final outcome activity: Analytical essay responding to enquiry question.








Sample enquiry question:


Should people be allowed to destroy the Amazon rainforest?





CHANGE





Sample enquiry question:


How well does the Amazon rainforest ‘work’?





INTERACTION





PERCEPTION & REPRESENTATION








DIVERSITY





Sample enquiry question:


Whose Amazon: empty space or loaded store cupboard?





Sample enquiry question:


What’s special about the Amazon Rainforest?





Amazon Rainforest





INTERACTION





Sample enquiry question:








PERCEPTION & REPRESENTATION








Sample enquiry question:








CHANGE





Sample enquiry question:








DIVERSITY











Geography’s big ideas:


Planning chart





Geography’s big ideas:


Possible approaches to Amazon Rainforest topic








Note: this chart just shows the way that different concepts could be ‘showcased’ through a particular topic – only one or two questions would actually be chosen.





Note: this chart just shows the way that different concepts could be ‘showcased’ through a particular topic – only one or two questions would actually be chosen.





Note: references are to the concepts section of the 2008 NC for England.
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