
	Topic


	Biography
	Notes
	Website

	Drifting continents
	Alfred Wegener
	Not the first to propound drifting continents, but the most well known. Had unfortunate death
	http://www.ucmp.berkeley.edu/history/wegener.html
University of California Museum of Paleontology, Wegener biography.

	Plate tectonics
	various
	Historical development of the theory
	http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plate_tectonics#Historical_development_of_the_theory
Wikipedia history of plate tectonics ideas

http://www.ucmp.berkeley.edu/geology/techist.html
University of California Museum of Paleontology, history of plate tectonics ideas

	Rover floods
	Robert E Horton
	The father of modern hydrology, including ‘Hortonian overland flow’ which occurs when the precipitation rate exceeds infiltration rate on non-saturated soil
	http://www.agu.org/inside/awards/horton2.html
American Geophysical Union (AGU), biography of Horton



	Volcanic eruptions: Vesuvius
	Pliny the Elder and Pliny the Younger
	Pliny the Younger witnessed his uncle’s death by Vesuvius in AD 79. There are many websites
	http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/pompeii.htm
Eyewitness to History (Ibis Communications, a marketing company) 

http://www.cotf.edu/ete/modules/volcanoes/vmtvesuvius.html
USA-based Centre for Educational Technologies 

	Earthquakes
	Charles F Richter  (1900-1985)
	Originator of the Richter Scale which is not used by scientists today but persists in school textbooks!  His lifestyle contained several unusual facets, including nudism and watching Star trek
	http://www.enotes.com/earth-science/richter-charles-f
Enotes.com biography of Richter

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/life_and_style/article611769.ece
Times online biography of Richter

http://www.novelguide.com/a/discover/ewb_13/ewb_13_05456.html
Novelguide biography of Richter



	Earthquakes
	Giuseppe Mercalli (1850-1914)
	An Italian academic and priest with a rich life history, ending in a suspicious death.
	http://www.kerala.com/wiki-Giuseppe_Mercalli
Kerala’s biography of Mercalli

http://www.spiritus-temporis.com/giuseppe-mercalli/
A wiki biography of Mercalli



	Glaciation
	Louis Aggasiz (1807-1873)
	Born in Switzerland, Agassiz became a leading USA scientist of the Nineteenth century, accomplished in many fields and remaining an opponent of Darwinian evolution. Primarily a palaeontologist, he studied glaciation as a sideline, yet became known as the Father of Glaciation and prime mover of the Ice Ages theory
	http://www.ucmp.berkeley.edu/history/agassiz.html
University of California Museum of Paleontology, Agassiz biography.

http://academic.emporia.edu/aberjame/histgeol/agassiz/agassiz.htm
Emporia State University, Agassiz biography.

http://research.amnh.org/ichthyology/neoich/collectors/agassiz.html
American Museum of Natural History, Agassiz biography.



	Geomorphology
	William Morris Davis 1850-1934)
	A leading geologist and physical geographer, author of the “cycle of erosion”, now superseded by other slope theories 
	http://www.valpo.edu/geomet/histphil/test/davis.html
Valparaiso (Chicago) University, Davis biography 

	Isostasy and relative sea level change
	Thomas Jamieson (1829-1913)
	Jamieson’s ideas on isostasy and sea-level change conflicted with the orthodox position for many decades
	http://www.scottishsealevels.net/scottish-sea-level-change.htm
David E Smith’s academic website on Scottish sea level change

http://www.snh.org.uk/publications/on-line/designatedareas/nnrs/glenroy/glenroy.asp
Scottish Natural Heritage site on development of ideas about Parallel Roads of Glen Roy 



	Plant geography; biogeography
	Alexander von Humboldt (1869-1859)
	Widely regarded as one of the greatest natural scientists, with a huge range of interests. His last work, Cosmos, is widely see as one of the greatest scientific publications ever produced
	http://www.humboldt.edu/~german/Alex/index.html
Humboldt State University, Humboldt biography

http://www.sacklunch.net/biography/H/Humboldt.html
Commercial biography site, Humboldt biography
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