Assessment for learning - Suggested activities for PGCE students


Activity 1: What are your experiences of assessment?

List five significant assessment experiences. How did you feel before and after these experiences? Discuss these feelings with other people and consider the impact of assessment on motivation, emotions etc? What implications does this have for using assessment for learning in the classroom?


Activity 2: Giving feedback

Get trainees to write 100 words promoting a place they know well. They then swap their promotional piece with a neighbour who marks their work. Discuss in groups the feedback that was given and how useful it would be in making the 100 words better. 

Discuss how this type of task could be used with students to promote self and peer assessment. 

Identifying what you have done well (Stage 1). 

Identifying where improvements can be made (stage 2) 

Attempting to rewrite the work (stage 3). 


Activity 3: Using effective questioning techniques 

Observe a video of a lesson where the teacher is questioning students. Record ten questions that the teacher asks, the answer the students give and the follow up by the teacher. Note how long the teacher waits before getting an answer. 

	Question
	Answer
	Follow up

	
	
	

	
	
	


In pairs or small groups analyse the outcomes. Identify whether the questions are open or closed. Use Bloom’s Taxonomy to decide on the students’ level of response. Discuss the ways that the teacher follows up the answer?

Now change some of the questions so that students are required to respond using higher order thinking skills. 


Activity 4: Which comments are most effective? 
In pairs trainees put the following comments into a rank order of providing the most effective and least effective feedback. They then discuss the top and bottom two with another pair. What have they learnt about writing effective comments? 

· Add notes on the pattern of population density

· Where are the most crowded and least crowded places? Can you suggest why some places are more crowded (densely populated) than others? 

· Well done John, you’ve chosen an appropriate graph to present the results. Now can you refer to the graph when describing the pattern?

· What might happen if people in Britain chose only to buy clothes produced in Britain?

· Look back at the map and use the atlas to give the names of countries where there are car factories.   

· Go back to the picture and look for three more features that you can describe. For each one suggest why it is like that or ask a geographical question about it.

· You are mixing up the terms primary, secondary and tertiary industry. First check your glossary for explanations of these terms, then see if you can rewrite this paragraph using the terms correctly.

· Some good points made about interdependence. Now you need to give more precise examples. Take a look at how Anil has done this and ask him to help you improve this piece.


Activity 5: Sharing learning goals 

When investigating natural disasters the teacher wanted the class to write a newspaper article that explained the causes of the disaster they had studied and its impact on people's lives 
Write WALT, WILF and TIBS statements for this task 
Explanation of acronyms

WALT: What we Are Learning Today (learning intentions or objectives)

WILF: What I’m Looking For (learning outcomes) 

TIB: This is Because (the context of the work; the purpose of work) 

From Clarke, S. (2005) Formative Assessment in the Secondary Classroom, London: Hodder and Stoughton.

Activity 6: Are formative assessment purposes still being swamped by summative purposes?

Consider the paragraphs below taken from the Standards site where the discussion is about how AFL is helping the personalisation of learning. 

The National Strategies are supporting teachers in developing their AfL practice in the classroom at the point of teaching and learning. In particular, the Strategies are strengthening schools' tracking of pupil progress to ensure effective use by teachers of Assessment for Learning and strategies for intervention to improve and personalise teaching and learning. This is focussed on tackling barriers to learning and closing the attainment gaps for underperforming groups of students.

We are committed to improving schools' use of pupil assessment data to inform more personalised learning. 

Which assessment purpose is dominant in day to day activities in schools?
Downloaded from http://www.geography.org.uk/projects/gtip/thinkpieces/assessmentforlearning/  


