GTIP Think Piece – Teaching about Diversity

Suggested PGCE Activities

· Does Britain have ghettos?

· Unsettling geography

· Black Britain: a geographical perspective

· Teaching ‘race’ in geography (PGCE/Mlevel)

Does Britain have ghettos?

A useful way into developing knowledge and understanding of issues of ‘diversity’ is for teachers to explore the question ‘Does Britain have ghettos?’ This was the title of an article by Ceri Peach in the Transactions of British Geographers (1996). One of the advantages of this approach is that it allows for a consideration of the ‘facts’ of ethnic concentration in Britain. Teachers can be encouraged to seek out more recent treatments of these issues in the light of the 2001 Census. 

The ‘measurement’ of ethnic diversity raises lots of questions that can form the basis for discussion. For instance:

· What are the limitations of using statistics to gain an overview of issues of ‘diversity’?

· Does possession of the ‘facts’ necessarily lead to changes in pupils’ perceptions of issues of diversity?

· How do teachers handle the ‘objective’ knowledge alongside the ‘subjective’ experience of diversity? 

· How can the ‘voice’ of diverse groups in society be heard in geography classrooms?

Unsettling Geography

The previous activity allows teachers to develop their knowledge and understanding of a ‘social scientific’ approach to issues of diversity. This activity is designed to help them explore the implications of different ways of understanding diversity.

Teachers undertake readings of the representation of issues of ‘race’ and ethnicity in school geography textbooks. Examples of the types of approaches they can use are found in Theory into Practice: Place, ‘Race’ and Teaching Geography (an extract can be downloaded at http://www.geography.org.uk/download/GA_TIPPlaceRaceandTeachingGeographySample.pdf). The book explains the implications of a move from ‘essentialist’ ideas of ethnicity towards the idea that identities are ‘social constructions’. These ideas are explained in more detail in Morgan and Lambert’s (2000) article in Geography: ‘Geography, ‘Race’ and Education’.
Black Britain: a geographical perspective

A final activity that will allow geography teachers to explore issues of diversity is suggested by Paul Gilroy’s recent book Black Britain (2007). This is a pictorial history of black settlement in Britain, based on photographs that have been published in British newspapers and magazines. Because these photographs were taken for commercial purposes (to inform a largely white public of the ‘problem’ of black settlement in Britain) they provide a fascinating index of the changing attitudes to diversity. 

Stuart Hall’s introduction to the book (and Gilroy’s accompanying essay) raises interesting questions about representation. In particular he asks readers to think about the places and spaces that frame the people in the photographs. This is a useful way to read the photographic record, and leads to questions about the changing geographies of settlement.

Hall’s introduction to the book was published as an article in The Guardian and can be accessed at http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2007/oct/15/britishidentity.race
Teaching Race in Geography (Suggested PGCE/M-Level activity)

The final activity is concerned with how we teach about ‘race’ in school geography. We have suggested that this is difficult because inevitably it raises questions about politics, personal attitudes and may threaten harmonious classroom relations. In my view, this makes it all the more important that we find ways to develop teaching around this issue. Having said that, some have argued that geography does not have a good track record in this area. Indeed, geography is something of a ‘white highland’ and debates about race have proved quite divisive within school geography. For this reason, this activity asks you to focus on two readings by a non-geographer, though ones that have much to say in terms of what it means to teach about the issue of race in geography.

The articles are by Stuart Hall. Hall is a sociologist who has had a long-standing concern with issues of ‘race’. His work is influential in the fields of social and cultural history, urban studies, and cultural studies. The first article is the transcript of a talk given to teachers in London in 1980. The second is a public lecture in 2005 on the question of multiculturalism in cities.

Activity

First, read Stuart Hall’s ‘Teaching Race’ which was written in 1983. It is divided into four sections. The following points may be helpful as a guide:

· Hall argues that issues of race need to be confronted head on in all their complexity. The approach must be disciplined because the topic is theoretically complex. However, there is also a need to recognize that the topic brings out emotions and that these need to be heard. Hall argues that we need to distinguish between surface and deeper levels of explanation. Social science involves deconstructing the obvious.

· Hall states his preference for explanations that recognize the economic factors that shape debates about race. It insists on recognizing the fact that Black and Asian migration to Britain is linked with previous colonial patterns, the break-up of Empire and the flows of migrant labour to Britain in the 1950s and 1960s, a time of acute labour shortages. In an analysis relevant to geography Hall argues that the timing, quantities and patterns of settlement in Britain can be explained, to a certain extent, by these economic factors. This raises other questions, because the notion of a surplus reserve army of labour suggests that race is not the determining factor. There have been other such reserve armies in the development of British capitalism, namely the unemployed, the Irish, and women. 

· Hall’s third point concerns the political debates that surround race. Here it is important to understand the context in which he was writing. This was a period of ‘crisis’ in British politics in which the social and economic settlement was breaking down. Unemployment was rising and the welfare state was subject to cutbacks. In this context, some politicians were questioning the black and Asian presence in Britain and the ‘race problem’ was constructed. This was found in the popular media and was challenged by some educators.

· In this context ideologies centred around race developed. This, in a sense, returns to the start of the article where Hall says it is important to confront attitudes and values. But it is important not accept these at face value, but ask about the languages and ideas from which they are constructed. 

Note down your thoughts and reactions to Hall’s argument. 

Next, read the second article called ‘Cosmopolitan promises, multicultural realities’ (2006). As you read it, try to think about:

· The changes that Hall thinks are transforming cities

· Any changes you can detect in the theoretical approach Hall takes towards ‘race’ and multiculturalism.

Finally, write an account of the issues that these two articles raise for geography teaching. In particular, given Hall’s arguments that ‘race’ is an issue that requires complex theoretical understanding, focus on what this means in teaching geography. 
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