Geography Specific Masters level PGCE assignments - each are 5,000 word equivalent, and relate to one module. The course is made up of 4 modules each worth 30 credits.

Core Module: Subject Studies

The assessment for this module is in two parts:

Part One: The development, teaching and evaluation of a scheme of work/curriculum unit.

Students are required to plan, teach and evaluate a sequence of lessons. This will take place in their first practical teaching experience. Students will be required to reflect on the effectiveness of the learning that has taken place, with particular emphasis on the development of subject expertise. Students will be required to submit the sequence of lessons, with resources and evaluations (word limit, 3000).

Part Two: Critical reflection and evaluation of the scheme of work, focussing on development of subject expertise.

The second part of the assignment will focus on a critical evaluation of the sequence of lessons submitted for Part One. Focussing on the development of their own subject expertise and the progression of geographical learning for their learners, students will reflect on how they have used their subject knowledge as a resource for teaching geography. Students will submit a report on this evaluation in the Spring term (word limit 2000).

Core Module: Wider Educational Studies

This module is assessed through a report on an action research project investigating one wider education theme or issue in geography education. Students will undertake an action research project on a theme of their choice and will submit a 5000 word report focussing on the action they have taken and the outcomes, reflecting on wider educational impact. Examples of possible themes include:

· Assessment and progress in learning – focussing on the work on one individual: students could be encouraged to use a range of formative assessment strategies and to track the impact of those strategies on that students’ achievement in geography.

· What students learn through using GIS – students could teach a sequence of lessons using GIS, and critically reflecting on the value added to the learning experience of using this technology.

· Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship – having been introduced to the principles and complexity of ESDGC, students could critically reflect on the approach and curriculum adopted within their school placements. Encouraged to compare and contrast approaches, students could support the school working towards these aims by contributing to or developing a piece of active citizenship in their second school placement.

Optional Module: Learning Outside the Classroom

Students will be expected to keep a portfolio and reflective diary of the range of fieldwork experiences that they encounter during the course. They will also be encouraged to plan and teach fieldwork experiences during their school placements and to reflect on this experience.

During their keynote lectures they will be introduced to a variety of theoretical perspectives and techniques to enable them to critique and reflect on their fieldwork experiences.

Reflecting on the question: ‘what are the necessary components for planning for effective outdoor learning experiences?’ students will be required to prepare a poster presentation for assessment. This assessment will encompass three equal parts: 

· a poster (which could be electronic or hard-copy)

· a presentation that talks to or with the poster

· a follow-up question and answer session (in the style of a viva)

The students will present their posters and their presentation to a panel (which will normally include representatives from the Royal Geographical Society and the Field Studies Council). The students will be encouraged to ensure that they meet the M Level criteria through their poster and presentation. The viva-style discussion will enable the panel (and assessors) to interrogate the students against the grade criteria. Successful students will be expected to demonstrate an excellent understanding of the literature, professional practice and issues pertinent to learning outside the classroom. The total assignment will be equivalent to 5000 words. 

Grading of the assignments will be informed by each of the three parts, but taken as a best fit across them all. During the poster presentation and viva, two Institute Tutors will be present (and sat separately) to ensure independent double marking. A selection of the poster presentations and vivas will be videoed for moderation by the External Examiner. Due to the rigorous nature of the poster-presentation and viva form of assessment, students will not be required to make a written submission.

http://www.geography.org.uk/projects/gtip/thinkpieces/writingatmasterslevel


