GTE Conference 2008 - Geography for Weekenders

Mark Jones, University of the West of England

About this PowerPoint

This presentation was put together in order to introduce delegates at the Bristol GTE conference to the city of Bristol. A part of what could be called the city centre was focused on and aspects of the city’s infrastructure, streetscape and [ongoing] regeneration was presented for discussion as to whether  Bristol’s emerging urban landscape reflects that of the post modern fragmented and de-differentiated city – a city of heterogeneity as opposed to comparisons with out-dated models of homogeneity.  On another level it also gave delegates one interpretation of this fantastic city.

Slide 3 – Key themes taken from Speake and Fox (2002) about the changing nature of city centres. Set in the post modernist perspective that such parts of city have changed from zones of production (e.g. the former use of the dockside in Bristol) to ‘zones of consumption’ – visual consumption and the city centre becoming a place of living, play and entertainment where culture and consumption mean the city centre being likened to a commodity or ‘cultural commodification’.

Q) To what extent do you think the nearest city to where you live has post-modernist characteristics.

Side 4 – Map of Bristol – showing bodies of water in relation to the hotel where the conference took place. See the New Cut (River Avon) and also the ‘Floating Harbour’ where the Frome flows under the city and joins ‘St. Augustine’s Reach). One way into the city is by car via the urban motorway (M32)

Slide 5 - Bristol is not a clone town – Discuss? – I would argue that simplistic notions of clone town’s base on retail classifications and tally charts do not get beneath the surface of what actually a clone town is. Bristol is not ‘anywhere’?

 http://www.neweconomics.org/gen/12345news_clonetownbritainresults.aspx
Q) to what extent does the nearest town or city fit the ‘Clone town’ scenario?

Slides 6 to 8 – M32 then and now – various images approaching the city of Bristol.  In December 2003 Bristol found out it had lost out on the 2008 City of Culture bid.  Bristol was short listed, but Culture Secretary Tessa Jowell announced the award was to go to Liverpool. The judges noted that Bristol was the most "European" of the cities they visited but they added it had several problems, including that of the Easton community being divided by the M32. http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/bristol/3308681.stm
Slides 9 -11 – Another route to approach the city is via Temple meads Railway station. This is one of the works of Isambard Kingdom Brunel. As engineer of the Great Western Railway, it fell to Brunel to design the terminus buildings for the line at Bristol (Temple Meads) and in London (Paddington). He chose a Tudor style for the architecture, mixing Victorian technology with an older Gothic look. Temple Meads was completed first and is the world’s oldest surviving purpose built railway terminus. http://www.icons.org.uk/nom/nominations/
Slides 13-17 – More of IKB’s work. In 1831 Brunel's designs won the competition for the Clifton Suspension Bridge across the River Avon. Construction began the same year but it was not completed until 1864. http://www.clifton-suspension-bridge.org.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/brunel_kingdom_isambard.shtml
Also the SS Great Britain. ‘Winner of 14 awards including Enjoy England 'Large Visitor Attraction of the Year 2007', European Museum of the Year's "Micheletti Award", and the Gulbenkian Prize for UK Museum of the Year.’ http://www.ssgreatbritain.org/

Slides 18-19 Other ways into the city – the Banksy that welcome you in Stokes croft.


Slide 20 – Bristol a city of Banksy and Brunel. This slide is intended to generate discussion as to the choice of two images provided  - it could be that this discussion may focus on interpretations of ‘high and low culture’ - to what extent de-differentiation occurs – i.e. that such different representations of culture can become blurred – the most common referral in the literature  is to opera and football – that of 1994 world cup and Pavarotti.

Q) But what if the iconic figures in your own city or town – those of historical significance and those of today? Who has identified them as significant and how are they represented in the city and by whom and for whom?


Slide 21 – leaving the hotel


Slide 22 – example of Bristol’s tourist information signage. Discuss how such a sign is helping to re-image the city? 

Q) To what extent are such signs re-presenting Bristol as city – what type of city is portrayed in such signage? Who is included and excluded in the places highlighted as significant for visitors?


Slides 24-25 – historic city images – see the image with the ‘Nails’  - these pillars called nails are in front of the Corn Exchange at the far end of Corn Street and were where transactions were carried out – hence the phrase ‘to pay on the nail’.


Slides 26-31 ‘Area termed the Old City’ juxtaposed with Broadmead and the emerging Cabot Circus (Due for completion Autumn 2008). The slides take the audience from Castle Park (see Church in slide) but also (out of shot at bottom of slide) former Norman Castle (Foundations of Keep).

Q) In your nearest city can you identify an area that is the historic core? Is an area being re-presented as the ‘Old city’? How is this being achieved and for what purpose?


Slides 32-35 Area of city between Old Market and NewFoundland Road ( end of the M32). Images of new student apartments and existing Local Authority flats, surviving (Phoenix pub) and others closed down – note the Palace Hotel (Slide 35) http://www.camrabristol.org.uk/news6.html
Q) How would you describe this part of the city? Who lives and works here? How is the new development affecting this part of the city? Will the area change in the coming years as result of the Cabot Circus development?


Slides 36-38 51 02 apartments juxtaposed with the Stoke’s Croft part of Bristol. This apartment development could be seen as fortified architecture contributing to defendable space – look at the website of the people’s Republic of Stoke’s Croft to get a different perspective about this part of the city. 

How is 51 02 being part used? http://www.prs http://visitbristol.co.uk/site/where-to-stay/bristol-harbour-homes-city-centre-p42211 c.org.uk/
Q) In a city near you can you find examples of stark contrast e.g. housing, lifestyle, employment? 

Q) Are there examples of fortified architecture, bunker architecture and gated communities in a city you know well or have visited? 


Slides 39-44 Old market and the dings area – which lead onto the Temple Quarter area of Bristol’s regeneration. 

The South West of England Regional Development Agency and developer Castlemore Securities Ltd worked in partnership to develop offices, shops, leisure facilities, workspaces, waterside walkways, public areas and squares - a striking new environment for Bristol

http://www.templequ / arter.com/temple-quay/map.asp 

http://www.templequay2.com

Slides 45-50 – Finzel’s Reach – regeneration based on Old Georges Brewery site (Slides 45-47). Queens Square – back in the ‘Old City’ (Slide 48) moving up King Street to the Old Duke and Llandoger Trow (Slide 49) and view back down King Street towards Queens Square. 


Slides 51-54 – Harbourside -  waterfront development in Bristol. This is an interesting part of the city – to some extent it could be seen as a ‘standardised’ waterfront area – similar to many in other parts of the UK e.g. Liverpool, Cardiff. However recent regeneration projects such as @-Brsitol have recently been significantly affected by lack of visitor numbers leading to the closure of former flagship projects – those of Wildwalk and the IMAX – which await their fate at time of writing. Much of the canon’ marsh site is now developed with mixed usage. There are some parts still to develop between the western end of the Canon’s Marsh site and former developments like the luxury apartments of the gated community of Capricorn Place. http://www.bristol-harbourside.co.uk http://www.cabe.org.uk/default.aspx?contentitemid=227 /
The industrial Museum opposite is also up for refurbishment. In revisiting Bristol’s maritime heritage there need to be acknowledgment of the city’s role in the Slave Trade. To what extent this has happened is a matter of debate – is the naming of a new footbridge a step in et right direction of tokenism far too late. There have been exhibitions relating to this theme. http://www.discoveringbristol.org.uk/
Q) To what extent are waterfront areas in your nearest city standardised?

Q) How has the city’s past heritage been incorporated into the design and landscape of the waterfront?

Q) Do waterfront redevelopments tell all the ’histories’ of the past associated with them?


Slides 55-58 These slides bring together key themes about cities of division and to what extent the urban regeneration and re-presentation of cities are creating inclusive spaces for living. City as ‘surveillance’ and ‘fortified cities’ are themes that have also been applied to many MEDC cities.

These are brief notes to accompany the powerpoint used by Mark Jones to support delegates’ exploration of parts of the centre of Bristol during the conference in January 2008.
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