
Sustainable Communities task sheet

Do you live in a sustainable community?

To answer this question, you need to do some research which will involve:

· A camera and taking pictures of your local community.

· Drawing a simple map of the local area

· Looking at the space around you (e.g. light, building shape, building height, who uses the area etc)

But what is a sustainable community?
‘Sustainable communities are places where people want to live and work, now and in the future. They meet the diverse needs of existing and future residents, are sensitive to their environment, and contribute to a high quality of life. They are safe and inclusive, well planned, built and run, and offer equality of opportunity and good services for all.’ Geographical Association Website.

How can I answer the question?
1. You firstly need to make a very basic sketch map of your local area. Include on the map areas of green space, buildings and any emotional attachments you have to the area e.g. if you live in Beverley and enjoy going to Saturday Market once a week, put this on, likewise,  if you a have specific place where you always meet your friends put this on as well. You will need to devise a key for this. 

2. You must also take photos of your area. You can do this using a digital camera, mobile phone (with camera), film / disposable camera. You should have a minimum of 3 pictures of different locations in your area which will show different elements of what you have been looking at.

3. To present this you can either make a large poster, PowerPoint or another appropriate way. You should the ideas on the following page to guide you as to what to look at.




Where are decisions made in your community? Are there specific buildings? What are these buildings like? Are people proud to belong to that community?





Transport – are there bus / train services available to help connect people to other places? Where do people travel to?





Do the people in your community have access to local public services such as doctors, hospitals and dentists, childcare?





Do people in your community have access to private services such as fresh products, commercial utilities, information and advice?





Environmental Are people actively seeking to minimise climate change (are people encouraged to recycle, save water and electricity). Has there been any evidence of making your community more green, cleaner and safer?





Who lives there?


1. What ethnic origin are they?


2. What age group do they belong to?


3. Males / Females


4. Do a lot of people migrate out of the area? Why is this?





Thriving


Do (all) the local people have opportunities to make money and have a good quality of life? 





Are they encouraged to set up businesses locally and spend their wages local to help improve other peoples businesses?








What do you think are the impacts of having successful businesses in your community?





Well Designed?


Does your community have a sense of place (e.g. a place with a positive feeling for people and local businesses).





Are buildings attractive, safe   and useful to people who might use them?





Are there buildings that a lot of people want to go into? What are they like?





Are there open spaces around the buildings for people to play and relax?





Active, safe and Inclusive:


Is a community spirit created? Are people always welcome to come and join in events? Is there a neighbourhood watch programme – do neighbours look after each other?   Are there low levels of drugs, crime, anti social behaviour? Is there a strong police presence? 








www.geography.org.uk/projects/bsc


