Researching ideas on Sustainable Communities – Year 10

Rationale

The general idea was to try and fit sustainable communities into the hectic geography schedule within a small department. I was unsure whether to try it with Key stage 3, 4 or 5. I tried to incorporate elements into all key stages where they were appropriate.

An introduction to sustainable communities

Context

The most successful trial I had was with Key Stage 4. The group are following the Edexcel A specification and were progressing well. I took the opportunity to use some lessons to introduce the sustainable development ideas over a half-term holiday. They were asked to research all elements on the Egan wheel, which was broken down into bite-sized sections (see task sheet).

Preparation

The instructions the pupils were given were basic. After being given a definition of what a sustainable community was, they were asked to research their local communities. They were asked to take photographs to support written their written and also to draw a sketch map of the areas they were studying. The sketch map is important. There are two ways to introduce this to the group. Firstly you could ask for an accurate, scale sketch map which would show major elements on the Egan Wheel. The second option is for each pupil to sketch a map of how they perceive their local area. This will show which areas are most important to them and shows the rest of the group how they use their local community without detailed written analysis. 

Launching

As the group was small and relatively intelligent, I gave the pupils time to read through the instructions and the opportunity to ask any questions. A few pupils did find the questions too prescriptive and didn’t understand that they were there as guidance as oppose to them having to answer each question. Pupils commented on the length of the piece of work. In hindsight, it might have been better to break it into weekly topics, if time had permitted.

Managing the activity

The activity was based on ‘remote supervision’ as it was done over half term.

Difficulties

It was difficult not to make the instructions too prescriptive.

Pupils were on the whole above average in ability, however, the weaker pupils found the concept difficult to grasp.

Bracknell – industrial location

Context

The group were progressing well. I took the opportunity to use some lessons to introduce the sustainable development ideas in terms of Industrial location.

Preparation

Having studied the Egan Wheel and in consultation with the building quality website, I created a number of statements based on building quality, location, use of space and accessibility. There are numerous statements to challenge the more able pupils and enough support for the weaker ones (see card sort).

Launching

I projected pictures onto the whiteboard of several different buildings that are companies in the location the pupils were studying. Pupils were asked to sort the cards into four groups and not to answer the questions. They were also asked to focus on one picture rather than several.

Managing the activity

The activity was fairly demanding for some pupils. The concept which some of the cards portrayed needed further explanations. The pupils also responded to having a real purpose for doing the activity.

Debriefing

Having tried to incorporate the activity into the year 10 syllabus the follow-up was directed more towards the location of the industries within Bracknell. If done with a Key Stage 3 class further follow-up could be done on different people who use the space and the built environment.  

Difficulties

Pupils found it difficult not to answer the questions.

The groups were not immediately obvious and needed a double-lesson to prepare and follow through effectively

Images of the buildings were not as clear as they could have been which made it difficult.

Pupils were asked to choice one picture, but some ended up looking at them all. 

Liz Butler, Hull Collegiate School

May 2007

www.geography.org.uk/projects/bsc


