Geography Through Stories 
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Title: 

Wonderful Earth! 
Author: 

Nick Butterworth & Mick Inkpen

Publisher & date of publication: 

Hunt & Thorpe (1991)

ISBN: 

1 85608 005 6

Recommended key stage/age group:

1 or 2 

Story content / outline: 

Very visual book - fantastic artwork and pop-ups - with accessible text taking us through the creation of the Earth (land, water, plants and animals) to show the huge variety and amazing nature of life on our planet. Ends thoughtfully with the arrival of Man and the devastating effects we have had in a relatively short period of time.

Place / locational aspects:

The whole planet!

Physical geography aspects:
Variations in the forms of water on the planet i.e. rain, hail, snow, mist, oceans, waterfalls, icicles and icebergs etc.

Human geography aspects:
See below

Environmental / sustainability aspects:

Man’s ultimate responsibility for the environment - encouraging change towards a more sustainable outlook.

Key geographical vocabulary:

Apart from water-linked words, not explicit in the text - would have to be drawn out by the teacher.

Specific geographical skills (such as mapwork, atlas skills, enquiry skills):
Could be linked to globe use and atlas use.

Other N.C. subject areas and cross-curricular opportunities:

Very good links with Science Sc2 aspects - especially variation of living things. Good opportunities to link with Citizenship issues - becoming involved in local initiatives.

Suggested activity/activities:

· How does the underlying message affect me? Whose responsibility is it to look after our planet? Can individuals especially children, really make a difference?

· Perhaps bring the scale down to a more immediate environment e.g. the school - what can we do to ensure that future children can enjoy it too? Possible ideas might be to have a blitz on waste minimisation (recycling issues), the encouragement of wildlife (biodiversity issues), or the reduction of energy usage (lights, heating, petrol - being driven individually to school). Poster campaigns are always popular! 

All of these ideas link in well with some of the themes central to Eco-Schools. How about registering and becoming one yourself? See www.eco-schools.org.uk for more details.

Sue Parsons

Joy Lane Junior School, Whitstable, Kent
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