AS and A-level Geography Results Analysis 2006

A-level 

· The total number of entries has fallen slightly from 32831 to 32522, a drop of 0.9%

· The gender ratio has changed slightly since male entries fell by only 0.4% while female entries fell by 1.6%. Fewer girls are therefore taking the subject.

· Grades have improved with 25.6% obtaining an A grade compared to 24.2% in 2005

· Females outperformed males with 30.1% gaining an A grade compared to 21.2% of males. Both genders however improved by over 1% on 2005.

· The decline in numbers has to be set in a context of increasing overall entries for A-level up by 2.8% on 2005. Female entries account for 54% of total entries

· History had an increase in total entries of 4.1%

AS level

· The total number of entries has fallen from 38146 to 37031, a drop of 2.9%

· The gender ratio has changed slightly since male entries fell by only 1.8% while female entries fell by 4.2%

· Grades have improved with 22.3% obtaining an A grade compared to 21.4% in 2005

· Females outperformed males with 26.6% gaining an A grade compared to 18.9% of males. Both genders however improved by nearly 1% on 2005.

· The decline in numbers has to be set in a context of increasing overall entries for AS-level up by 0.7% on 2005

Some conclusions

· Geography is still amongst the ten most popular subjects. 

· Performance in geography overall has improved with more gaining A grades.

· The decline in entries is small but appears to be more amongst females than males. 

· There is a slightly larger decline in AS entries than A-level.

· All of this has to be put in the context of increasing numbers taking A and AS –levels.

The full set of data can be obtained from http://www.jcq.org.uk/press_releases/news/ 
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