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GA online

GA website, redesigned and restructured

to refresh the style and make it easier to
navigate. We've also used some of the latest
technology and coding to bring the site up to
web standards and to help it perform better
in search rankings. Many of the pages will
seem familiar in terms of layout and content
but the introduction of larger images and text
should make them brighter and easier to
read. Two key areas which have more
substantial changes are:

e the shop: the listings pages are now
easier on the eye due to the addition of
cover images. Also, browsing publications
and viewing your basket is no longer

-|—his term sees the launch of the new look

restricted to the shop pages but can be
done anywhere within the site thanks to
the new interactive panel on the right-
hand side.

e the journals: all additional article material
is now on the abstract pages rather than
on the issue homepages. It's also easier
to find out what's in the current issue by
using the journals panel in the right-hand
column and the new look journals
homepage.

There's a lot to take in, so we've prepared
this brief guide to help you get to grips with
the new layout and functions as quickly and
easily as possible.

As before, the main navigation runs along the top of the site while the secondary navigation
appears in the left-hand column. You'll notice a few changes to the structure: Secondary and
Post 16 & HE have been combined to form the new 11-19 section and Events has become
part of a new CPD & Events area. We plan to expand the CPD & Events section over the
coming months, but for now it outlines the various CPD opportunities the GA offers including
conferences; online training courses; the Quality Mark schemes; information about
professional qualifications; a comprehensive events calendar; and advice for completing a
department SEF. We've also introduced a Get Involved area which outlines the many ways in
which you can become involved with the GA including participating in consultations, writing
for our journals, joining a working group and taking part in a project.

Look out for the photo gallery feature at the top of some pages — hover your mouse over the

image to reveal the navigation controls.

The Geographical Association magazine autumn 2009 no. 13

Search the whole website or a specific area using the Site Search facility. You'll be presented
with a tabbed results page categorising finds into ‘pages’, ‘journals’ and ‘shop’. You may
prefer to use the Resource Finder to browse or search our vast collection of resources.

The right-hand column will remain in place throughout the whole website, giving you easy
access to several key features — login/join, Journals, the Shop and the Resource Finder.

Use the new Members' panel to login from anywhere within the site. Once logged in, the
panel will display your basic account details and the expiry date of your membership. In
addition, the page will refresh to show your bookmarks and recently viewed pages.

[t's now even easier to access the journals from anywhere within the site using the tabbed
Journals panel.

The Shop panel is one of our favourite features of the new website. The ‘new" tab displays
recent publications on a carousel, allowing you to browse our latest books and add them to
your basket without leaving the page you're currently viewing. The ‘recommended’ tab
shows books related to the page you're reading, so for instance if you're on the Tocuaro
page, you'll be shown the publications in our Tocuaro range. The ‘basket’ tab lists the items
you've selected to buy and the total cost. You can click through to edit your basket or view
further information in the main shop listings at any time.

The Resource Finder is a new tool
we've spent a long time developing
and we hope it will prove useful! It
allows you to browse or search
hundreds of resources on our website
using a combination of options. You
can search by title, author, keyword,
age range or theme from anywhere
within the website. So for example a
search of the climate and weather
category for the 7-11 age group
brings up 21 results including journal
articles, publications, web pages and
free downloads. If you would prefer to
browse through the resources, visit
the Resource Finder page where you
can view materials by A-Z, age range
or theme.

In response to members' feedback, we've increased the font size to make it easier to read,
and we've tried to create a fresh clean feel by introducing lots of white space.

The new footer area includes brief
information about the GA, plus links to
some of the most popular pages on the
main site and other GA sites.
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At the time of writing the website is still
in development, so the screenshot isn't a final
version. A few other features we've been
unable to show you here include:

Page tags: click the keywords to find similar
pages.

You may also be interested in...: a small
panel at the foot of main content pages
pointing you in the direction of related
content.

RSS Feeds: keep abreast of the latest news
and site updates by signing up for RSS
feeds.

As with anything, the best way to learn is to
get stuck in! We hope you enjoy using the
new site and if you have any questions,
comments or problems, please get in touch.

Anne Greaves

Website Manager
agreaves@geography.org.uk
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