Obituary

Henry Widdup
It is with sadness that we report the death of Henry Widdup, a founding member of Loughborough University Geography Department, who passed away in November 2006 at the age of 94.

A Cambridge graduate, after teaching in secondary schools and army service in the Second World War, Henry Widdup was appointed in 1947 to establish a geography course at the then Loughborough College. All Physical Education and Handicraft students had to take an academic subject in addition to their specialist area of study.

With the establishment of the separate Training College in 1952 Henry, together with Frank Drake and a series of assistant lecturers on short-term appointments, built up a well-structured, enthusiastically taught course. Several of the assistant lecturers went on to establish their careers in leading university geography departments. They benefited considerably from their time at Loughborough, especially from Henry’s support and encouragement in their early careers.

Henry played a leading part in the East Midlands teaching training organisation based at Nottingham University, which validated courses at Loughborough. He was a very active member of the College’s section of the Geographical Association and a Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society. Many past students will have memories of the field courses based in Aberystwyth, with Henry striding ahead of the group. During vacations he lectured on education cruises and was for several years resident tutor in halls of residence.

With the designation of the College of Education in 1964 a Department of Geography was formally established with Henry as its first head. He played a major role in the establishment of the BEd (Nottingham) degree in 1965 and continued to build up a department that was highly respected, not only at Loughborough but also nationally. By 1967 there were six lecturers plus support staff.

Henry Widdup retired to Grange over Sands in 1971, where he played a major part in the local community, in the church, lecturing, walking, gardening, listening to music and enjoying the magnificent view from his home overlooking the Kent estuary and Morecambe Bay. Past students and staff will remember him with affection by for his kindness and concern for their welfare and progress. Loughborough’s modern, successful Geography Department owes much to his work in its early years.
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