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R e x wa s  a  man  o f  s o  ma n y p ar ts  b u t h er e  I  co n ce n tr a te  o n  g e og ra ph y a n d  e d u ca tio n

He a chi ev ed so m uch but R ex' s  speci a l  gi f t i s  not  wha t he di d but  h o w he di d  i t .  

O n l ea v i ng uni v er s i t y i n 1958 w i t h a  Di v i nit y a nd a  P GC E  qua l i fi ca ti on R ex di d not  w i sh t o
f ol l ow  hi s  f at her  i nt o t he Ar m y. R ex coul d ha v e ent er ed t he C hur ch; f ol l ow ed hi s  f l our i shi ng 
ca r eer  a s  a  pa r t  ti m e jour na l i st ;  ha v e gone i nt o br oa dca st i ng or  t heat r e ( but  hi s  m ot her  w a s  
not  keen) ;  or ent er ed t ea chi ng.

Af t er  a  sum m er  of  cr i cket he f ound hi m sel f  a ppoi nt ed t o  t ea ch a t  St  Mar y' s , Hendon – a  
seconda r y m oder n.  The pr ev i ous  hea d of  depa r t m ent  ha d just  ta ken i l l  a nd di ed, so on t he v er y
f i r s t  mor ni ng of  t ea chi ng R ex beca m e Hea d of  Geogr a phy.

I n 1962,  a f t er a  yea r  i n  t he US ,  R ex a rr i v ed at  Ma r ia  Gr ey C ol l ege t o tr ai n t ea cher s  i n geogra phy 
a nd m a t hem at i cs  (i t  coul d equa l l y ha v e been hi st or y or educa ti on) .   Her e ,  R ex' s  bl end of  
t a l ent s  ca m e i nt o pl a y.   Hi s  f a c i li t y w i t h num ber s ,  hi s  jour na li s t i c  nous ,  hi s  t hespia n 
t endenci es ,  hi s  f i ne sense of  a udi ence a nd hi s  a bi l i t y t o  m ar sha l  evi dence t o m a ke a  
com pel l i ng ca se st ood hi m  i n good st ea d.   

E v er y new  i ni t ia ti v e  l a nded on R ex' s desk.  O ne m or ni ng he f ound t he st er n f i gur e of  C hi ef  
I nspect or  f or  Geogra phy,  JH Mor r i s ,  i n  hi s  c l a ssr oom  a nd,  ha vi ng w or ked t hr ough som e 
s i m ul at i ons  a nd ga m es w it h hi s  s t udent s ,  R ex t hought  he w a s  f or  t he chop . I nst ea d t he C hi ef  
I nspect or  sent  a  3 l i ne w hi p t o a l l  geogra phy i nspect or s  t o  v i s it hi m  at  Tw i ckenha m  t o wi t ness  
t hi s  exc i t i ng w or k.  

About t hi s  t i m e,  co- i nc i dent al l y, Di ck C hor l ey a nd P et er  Ha gget t  w er e a t  t he epi centr e  of  
cha nges  sha ki ng a ca dem i c  geogr a phy.  They conv ened a n hi st or i c  conf er ence a t  Ma di ngl ey Ha l l  
i n  1966.  R ex  a nd hi s  youn g col l ea gues l ef t  t ha t  m eet i ng t ra nsf orm ed,  a nd geogr a phy i n school s  
w a s  nev er t o  be t he sa m e a ga i n.  R ot e- l ear ni ng a nd m em ori sat i on w er e out .  New  concept ual  
f r a m ew or ks ,  enqui r y a nd pr obl em  sol v i ng w er e i n.  At  f urt her  conf er ences , nota bl y a t  
Ma di ngl ey Ha l l  a nd C ha r ney Ma nor ,  a nd t hr ough i nf orm a l  publ i shi ng a nd count l ess  m eet i ngs
R ex kept t he f r ont i er s  of  geogr a phy m ov i ng f or wa r d.

Long bef or e cy ber spa ce,  R ex w a s  a  soci a l  net w or ker  of  t he hi ghest  f a c il i t y.  R ex ha d huge 
or ga ni sat i onal  ski l l a nd t ur ned m uch of  t he cr eat i v e t a l ent  of  hi s  col l ea gues i nt o nov el  
r esour ces f or  t ea cher s .  Joyousl y pr oduci ng publ i ca t i ons ,  m odel s ,  ga m es ,  s i m ula t i ons  a nd 
r ol epl a ys f or  t he c la ssr oom .

R ex' s execut i v e ski l l s  ser v ed so m a ny of  us  w el l ,  i n  pa r t icul ar  The Geogr a phi ca l  Associa t i on
( GA)  a nd R oya l  Geogr a phi ca l  Soci et y –w i t h I nst i t ut e  of  B r it i sh Geogra pher s ( R GS) .  B ut  a l so - a s  
a  Gov er nor ,  Non–E xecut iv e Di r ect or ,  Tr ust ee,  Adjudi ca t or , E xa m i ner ,  com m it t ee m em ber  or  j ust  
a s  a  col l ea gue - v ar i ous  bodi es  a nd m a ny ot her  i nf orm a l  gr oups  f ound R ex t o  be a n
or ga ni sat i onal  w hi zz  ki d. Hi s  ski l l  i n  cr ea ti ng a nd ener gi s i ng i ni ti a ti v es  t oget her  w i t h hi s
pr odi gi ous  m em or y ensur ed col l ea gues w er e enga ged a nd i dea s w er e put  i nt o a ct i on.

R ex w a s  a n a ccom pl i shed com mi t t ee w or ker .  He st r ov e t o  ov er com e suspi c i on a nd br ea k dow n 
ba r r i er s .   He sa w  t he bi g pi ct ur e – he w a s  i nf l uent ia l  i n  t he str at egi c  r evi ew s of  bot h t he GA 
a nd t he R GS - a nd w a s  i nst r um ent a l  i n  f or m i ng The C ounci l  of  Br i ti sh Geogr a phy ( C oB R I G) a  
body uni t i ng t he educa t i on a nd a ca dem i c  i nt er est s  of  com m unit i es  of  geogr a pher s  acr oss  
B r i ta i n.  

I  f i r s t  m et  R ex i n 1973 w hen he  a r r i v ed a s  a  l ect ur er  a t t he Univ er si t y of  C a m bri dge,  r i s i ng t o  
becom e Hea d of  Depa r t m ent  i n t he School  of  E duca t i on.  I n  1988 he w a s  a ppoi nt ed f e l l ow  of  
Wol f son C ol l ege l at er Dir ect or  of  St udi es a t  E mm a nuel  C ol l ege a nd Di r ect or  of  St udi es  a t  Ki ngs  
C ol l ege.

R ecent l y R ex s i gned m y cop y of  one of  hi s  publ i ca t i ons :  T o C hris w it h w hom  I' ve  sha re d m a ny  
publi shin g a dve nt u re s. And  a dv ent ur es  t hey w er e.  R ex a l w a ys  m a de w or k exci t i ng – f un.
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R ex w a s  a n a ss i duous  edi t or , nev er  a fr a i d t o  i ntr oduce new  t a l ent  i nt o w hat ev er  ser i es he w a s  
edi t i ng.  He w a s  a  pr ol i fi c  a ut hor  of  near l y 30 t i t l es f or  pupi l s ,  t ea cher s  a nd a ca demi cs . Hi s  
r ea der shi p l i ke  hi s  i nf l uence wa s  t r ul y i nt er nat i ona l .  

I n  hi s  schol a r l y sw eep of  educa t i on a nd geogr a phy,  publ i shed i n 2 001, Ge o gr ap h y i n Bri t i sh  
Sch ool s 1 8 5 0  – 2 0 0 0 R ex' s dedi ca ti on r ea ds :

T o t he  post gra dua t e  st ude nt s w hom  I ha ve  t a ught … w hose  ide a lism  a bout  t he ir voc a t io n t o 
t e a c h ge ogra phy  a nd be lie f  in t he  e duc a t iona l va lue  of  w ha t  t he y  a re  doing ha s be e n a  
c onst a nt ly  he a rt e ning e x pe rie nc e .  

I  bel i ev e t hose st udent s ,  now  t ea cher s , w oul d t ur n t hat  dedi ca t i on ar ound. Y ou see R ex w a s  
l i ke  a  m a gnet  - a st r ong f or ce dra w i ng col l ea gues  i n - but  R ex di d not  hol d us  a t t he cent r e  a s  
ot her s m i ght .  Wit h def t  ski l l  he  r ev er sed t he pol a r it y a nd pow er ed us  out w a r d.  Hi s  nur t ur e ,  
em pa t hy,  i nspi r a ti on,  boundl ess  ener gy,  i nt el l ect ua l  ri gour ,  hum our ,  gust o,  v erv e,  z est  a nd 
sheer  v i ta l it y r ea ched ev er yw her e.

Hi s  publ i ca t i ons  a nd a ca demi c  r esear ch a r e  of  a n unf ai l i ng hi gh st a ndar d.  R ex,  ev er  m odest ,
w or e hi s  br i ll i a nce l i ght l y but  hi s  schol a r shi p w as  super b.  A seni or  col l ea gue a t  C am br i dge on 
r ea di ng R ex' s  P h.D w a s  hea r d t o  r em a r k “… surpri sing ly  re a da ble ”. At  w ha t ev er  l ev el ,  R ex 
const r uct ed pow er f ul  a r gum ent a nd t ur ned a n el ega nt phr a se.  

R ex r ose st ea di l y t o  be th e s i gni f i ca nt  pl a yer  i n  geogra phy educa t i on, becom i ng P r es i dent  of  
The GA ( i n  1984)  a nd  Vi ce P r es i dent  of  t he R GS ( f r om  1993-96) .  R ex  m a de t he C a se  f or 
Ge ogra phy a nd nev er  t i r ed i n f i ndi ng nov el w a ys  t o  conv i nce of t en scept i ca l  a udi ences .  The 
gov er nm ent  al so  benef i t ed f r om  hi s  exper i ence: he w or ked,  a t  K ennet h B a ker ' s  r equest ,  on t he 
Na t i ona l  C urr i cul um  f or  Geogr a phy.  Not  t he ha ppi est  exper i ence – but  R ex w a s  a n opt i m i st .  I  
r a r el y sa w  hi m  dow n ( He ha d t o  be a n opt i m i st ,  he f o l l ow ed bot h Nor t ha nt s  C CC , a nd 
C a m br i dge Uni t ed FC ) .  

When t he GA m ov ed i t s  HQ  bui l di ng f r om  l ea f y subur bs  t o t he t w i li ght  z one of  i nner  c it y 
S hef f i e l d,  R ex l ooked f r om  t he w i ndow  ont o a n ext r a or di nar y ur ba n scene.  P er ha ps  bei ng on a  
hi l l  w a s  enough t o  exc i t e  t he m a n fr om  Ca m br i dge,  how ev er  fr om  t hi s  he conjur ed yet  a not her  
i m a gi nat i v e i ni t ia ti v e  Ge ogr ap h y  Th rou gh  th e  Wi nd ow . Thi s  f o l l ow ed ot her GA pupi l - f ocussed 
m a ss  pa r ti c i pa ti on a cti v it i es t hat  R ex i nspi r ed:  Wor l dw ise Q ui z ; La nd Use UK ; a nd Geogr a phy 
Act i on Week.

Abov e a l l  e l se  R ex w a s  a  br i ll i a nt  t ea cher  – he w on t he B a ck Aw a r d f r om  t he R GS,  w a s  aw ar ded 
t he P i l ki ngt on Pr i z e f or  t ea chi ng excel l ence by The Uni v er s i t y of  C am br i dge a nd of  cour se, i n  
2000, The  O r der  of  t he B r i t ish E m pi r e f or  his  cont r i buti on t o  geogr a phi cal  schol a rshi p.

As  a  t ut or  a nd m ent or he ga v e hi s  s t udent s  ev er yt hi ng, ev en a f t er  t hey l ef t hi s  t ut ela ge.  Hi s  
s t udent s  ha v e t esti f i ed t o  R ex' s ext ra or di na r y a bi l it y t o  l i gh t  th e  sp ark a nd gener a t e  
ent hus i a sm . R ex,  t he m a n of  m a ny pa rt s  w a s  f or Di ck C hor l ey t he Andr e P r evi n of  geogr a phy
a nd ea ch of  us  w i l l ha v e our  ow n speci al  m em or i es .

P r of ess i ona l  col l ea gues ,  t he R GS a nd t he GA a r e  pl a nni ng t o  cel ebr at e  R ex' s  cont r i buti on t o  
geogr a phy a nd t ea cher  educa t i on,  a nd det a i l s  w il l  be a v ai l a bl e  soon.

R ex ha s  enr i ched so m a ny l i v es .  I n  t he subt i t l e  of  Ge ograp h y  i n  Bri t i sh  Sch ool s he w r ot e hi s  ow n 
epi t a ph - M a k in g  a  W or l d  o f  D if f er e n ce

R ex cer t a i nl y m a de th e w or l d of  di f f er ence t o  so ma ny of  us .

Th i s sp e e ch  w as gi v e n  b y  C h ri s Kin gton  at  Re x 's m e m ori al  se rv i ce  on  1 6  Fe b ru ary  2 0 1 1


