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Primary Champions plot course for Quality Geography

The Geographical Association (GA) is proud to announce the appointment of several ‘Primary Geography
Champions’ across the nine regions of England to help pool local expertise and promote quality geography in
primary schools. The Champions will be challenged to engage with at least 1500 primary teachers over the next
three years and to ensure that geography retains its place amongst those curriculum areas that are

characterised by excellence and enjoyment.

The Primary Geography Champions scheme forms part of the government funded Action Plan for Geography
(APG) which aims to improve the quality of school geography throughout the UK. Jointly and equally led by the
GA and the Royal Geographical Society with the Institute of British Geographers (RGS-IBG), the APG has
received an additional three years of funding following the success and impact already achieved during the first

phase of the initiative.

The drive to appoint up to 54 Champions is part of the GA’s programme for Primary Geography and the first
round of applications has resulted in 29 appointments. The quality of these applications has been outstanding
in terms of overall enthusiasm and experience and the new Champions are a mix of class teachers, including
Advanced Skills Teachers (ASTs); head teachers; Local Authority (LA) advisors and experts from Higher

Education.

Chief Executive at the GA, Professor David Lambert says ‘Geography education is very relevant to a 21% century
curriculum that aims to transform learners into informed and active citizens as it enables understanding of and
engagement with, the rapidly changing social, cultural and environmental landscapes in which we live. We

intend to do all we can to support teachers in providing quality geographical experiences for all learners.’
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Notes to Editors

For further information contact: Paula Owens powens@geography.org.uk

For GA or Primary Champions logos contact: Anne Greaves agreaves@geography.org.uk
Geography Champions website: www.geography.org.uk/champs

A map of Champion locations is available at: www.geography.org.uk/champs

The Geographical Association

The Geographical Association (GA) is a subject association with a mission to further the teaching of geography
and to communicate the value of learning geography for all. The GA was founded in 1893 and has around 6,000
memberships including teachers in primary and secondary schools and further education, academic
geographers, universities and teacher educators and trainers. For more information visit

www.geography.org.uk

The Action Plan for Geography
The APG began as a two-year programme of support and development for school geography led jointly and
equally by the Geographical Association and the Royal Geographical Society (with the Institute of British

Geographers). Funding for a further three years was announced in April 2008. The APG's goal is:

'To provide everyone - opinion formers, policy makers, parents and pupils - with a clear vision of geography as a
relevant, powerful 21st century subject; and to equip teachers with the professional skills and support they need

so that pupils enjoy and succeed in geography.'
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