Dear  (MP),
The importance of geography in schools
I am writing as a teacher of geography and as one of your constituents.

Over recent years the curriculum for many children has become severely narrowed. As a result the educational experience for some has been diminished. Geography and history, for example, have been allowed to wither in many schools and in some schools, especially those with ‘Academy style’ freedoms, now barely exist on the curriculum. Over 100 secondary schools no longer teach geography to GCSE. Furthermore, Ofsted repeatedly reports the weakness of geography in primary schools.
This is socially unfair and divisive. It is a long-term, slow burning crisis in our schools. The attached paper explains why. Written by the Geographical Association, it focuses on a particular subject. But the crisis is in the erosion of a broad and balanced education.
I am writing this letter for two reasons. Firstly, I want to alert you to the problem. 
Secondly, I want to know whether you would ask a question (or two) of the Secretary of State for Education:
· Why is so little attention paid to geography in schools? 
·  Do you agree that a child’s education is diminished when geography is marginalised or disappears from the curriculum? 
· Are there certain aspects of geographical knowledge that all children should acquire by the age of 11, at age 14 and at 16?
· With no curriculum authority and the expansion of academies, how will the Government ensure that all children have a broad and balanced education?
The attached paper shows how important geography is and the value students themselves place on it. 
Geography provides powerful knowledge about the places and environments in which we live. A person without geographical knowledge cannot be considered educated, and such a person is at a disadvantage in the 21st century. 
Yours sincerely,
