GEOGRAPHICAL ASSOCIATION  - BRADFORD BRANCH

Dr David Cotton, Secretary of the GA Bradford Branch, was presented with a GA Certificate of Outstanding Service at a special Branch meeting in the Sir Titus Salt – the hostelry where, says Branch member Mike de Villiers, the Bradford Branch entertained many a guest speaker.

 “We persuaded David not to book a room at the University since this was a short business meeting to wind up the Branch. David duly read out the minutes of the last meeting and says that he has his handwritten books of minutes going back to 1972!”

David’s first lectureship was as a staff member appointed by Professor W G V Balchin, so it was fitting that Professor Balchin, who made a special effort to attend the meeting, made the presentation. There were seven Bradford Branch members to see David presented with his certificate and a pewter tankard inscribed with the old GA world symbol and David’s years of service.  David was deeply appreciative and expressed his delight at having been able to serve for so long.

David, currently Deputy Head of Department and Senior University Teacher of Physical Geography at Bradford University, was the driving force in the Bradford Branch of the GA for over 30 years. With Professor Baker and Mr C Richardson he formed an organising committee in 1967 and has remained a member of the committee ever since. Not only that, but as secretary for most of the time, he was responsible for convening monthly meetings and organising the Branch’s venues at Bradford University.  The latter meant a huge saving, because, thanks to David, the university provided lecture and meeting rooms free of charge. For most of his time David also sourced guest speakers for the Branch’s annual lecture programme. Finally, in 1970, David helped to organise a very successful GA Conference in Bradford. He also ran field courses on behalf of the Branch.

We are hoping in due course to establish a new Branch for the Bradford area. If you interested in getting involved, contact Frances Soar (FSoar@geography.org.uk).
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