PROFESSOR W G V BALCHIN 

GA Past President Emeritus Professor W G V Balchin celebrated his ninetieth birthday on 20 June this year.  Not only that, but he has also completed a proud seventy-five years of continuous geographic activity!       

Professor Balchin joined the GA in 1937 and became actively engaged in its organisation in 1951 when, as a member of King’s College London staff, he was appointed to the post of Honorary GA Conference Organiser.  At that time, the GA Annual Conference was always held at the London School of Economics, and the Conference Organiser traditionally had to be a member of the Joint KCL/LSE staff.   In 1955 Professor Balchin had to resign following his appointment to the Foundation Chair of Geography in Swansea in 1954, but he continued to attend almost every GA Conference until very recently.

As Professor Balchin says in the preface to his history of the GA, moving to Swansea might have been the end of the story, but it proved to be the beginning of a long, continuous connection with the Association.  “The mid-fifties were marked by a succession of deaths amongst the elderly Trustees of the time, with the result that Dr Alice Garnett, in some desperation, sought the youngest professor of the period as one of the replacements.  Trustee posts were then life appointments and involved permanent service on the Council and Executive.  This appointment continued until the revised Constitution of the 1970s limited the tenure of all posts, and retirement in my case was imposed in 1977.”  Professor Balchin was in fact retained on the GA Council until 1981. He served as President of the GA in 1971, and was elected an Honorary Member of the GA in 1980.    

Professor Balchin also has long experience of the workings of the GA at the grass roots level, having been installed as President of the Swansea Branch as soon as he arrived there: he remained Branch President until he retired in 1978. Since 1990, in retirement in Ilkley, he has been President of the Bradford Branch.   

Professor Balchin made a further major contribution to the GA when he accepted the task of writing a history of the Association, published in 1993 to mark the GA’s Centenary. He saw this as “a wonderful opportunity to place on record our collective thanks for all the contributions and achievements of the founders to whom we owe so much. The GA is indeed a great voluntary organisation in which members have worked freely for the good of their colleagues and the subject in general. Happily it continues to survive in this form despite the commercialisation of so many educational activities. Long may it remain so.”

Throughout his GA career, nationally and as an active Branch member in London, Swansea and Bradford, Professor Balchin was supported by his wife, Lily, who sadly passed away in 1999, shortly before the couple were due to celebrate their Diamond wedding anniversary.

We are pleased to be able to congratulate Professor Balchin on his birthday, and place on record the GA’s gratitude for his service to the Association.
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