Who is involved with flood risk management?

Managing flood risk is not just about building flood defences.  Flood risk management needs to consider:
· The probability or chance of flooding, which is affected by the way in which land is managed and the presence of flood defences

· The impact of flooding, which is reduced by controlling development in areas at risk (planning) and by flood incident management including flood warning when people take action to respond to the risk of flooding

Flood risk management is complicated as factors such as climate change, development and changes in land use must be taken into account. In the UK responsibility for flood risk management lies with two main organisations: the Government, through the Department of Food and Rural Affairs, and the Environment Agency.

To manage flood risk the Environment Agency produces Catchment Flood Management Plans. These plans are designed to:

· Set policies to manage flood risk for the next 50 to 100 years

· They take account of the expected changes in our climate, and rising sea levels

· They aim to reduce the risk of flooding to people and the environment

· They identify and work with natural processes so where possible natural habitat and water resources are maintained, restored or improved

· They help guide new development to areas of lower flood risk

· Provide opportunities for people to come into contact with and appreciate wildlife and wild places.
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