What are the biodiversity and land management issues at Wallasea Island?

At Wallasea Island the project planners and developers had to meet these targets:

· High standards of environmental design 

· To conserve water resources

· To increase nature conservation value

· To be cost effective

· To reduce maintenance costs and enable long-term management

· To meet statutory requirements at all levels from national to local

The Wallasea project option of re-alignment has the following benefits:

· Reducing flood risk

· Promoting natural drainage

· Promoting good environmental practice

· Providing opportunities for conservation and amenity enhancement

What are the environmental benefits?

· There is no increased risk of flooding 

· Increased biodiversity

· Improved landscape - the saline lagoons 
created will contribute to offsetting some of the habitat losses over the past 50 years

· Positive image: it maximises opportunities to work with natural processes and to deliver multiple benefits from flood risk management, and make an effective contribution to sustainable development

· More sustainable use of water provides habitat opportunities because of the creation of saltmarshes; the scheme develops important habitats for over-wintering water birds such as avocets, and over-wintering hen harriers, so it also protects wildlife

View the RSPB site

View bird monitoring reports from Wallasea
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