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Recommended key stage / age group  

Suitable for a wide age range as there are several ‘levels’ at which the story can be interpreted. 

Story content / outline:

The story is based on the well known nursery rhyme ‘The House that Jack Built’, and follows the adventures of a black cat and a butterfly as they travel through different types of pleasant landscape before arriving in the next valley which is a very different place with a factory and lots of pollution. 

Place / locational aspects:

Set in the type of countryside which could be linked to rural habitats found in many places in the UK.  

Physical geography aspects:

Many different physical environments are shown = woods, meadows, rivers, hills and valleys    

Human geography aspects:

The story starts at the place where the original rhyme finishes, with the house that Jack built, but goes onto describe the factory Jack subsequently builds and the effect it might have on the environment. 

Environmental / sustainability aspects:

There is a powerful message within the book which shows how easily a pleasant place can be destroyed by factories which are allowed to pollute the environment unchecked. It poses the question about responsibility for the environment and how consequences of peoples’ actions are often un- realised and underestimated by others. 

Key geographical vocabulary:

Woodland, stream, meadow, border, flow, valley, downland, protect, shelter, factory, destroy.

Specific geographical skills: (such as mapwork, atlas skills, enquiry skills)
The story asks children to think deeply about the links between cause and effect – what we do in one place can have a major effect in another place sometimes far away. The story also helps children to recognise sequencing as a powerful tool.       

Other NC subject areas and cross-curricular opportunities:

Artwork – sketching and painting own pictures.

Science – what is water pollution and how are rivers affected? The study of different habitats

Suggested activity/activities: (please illustrate with your own case study or activity ideas)

a) Children can draw the sequence of events but decide on a different ending having discussed possible scenarios.

b) Repeat the story in either pictures or words or both, using the local area as the environment. Are there such things happening in their area? (Building new houses, roads, creating golf courses or re-routing transport links are good starters.)

c) Research plants, animals and insects which might be found in one of the habitats in the story.

d) Devise a set of questions they would like to ask Jack. What sort of solutions can they come up with for helping the situation?
e) Draw a map to show the route the cat took, marking on all the places and habitats he passed through.
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