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Title: 

The Water Hole

Author:

Graeme Base

Publisher & date of publication:

Abrams (2001)

ISBN:

0-8109-4568-1

Recommended key stage / age group 

Key stage 1 - Lower Juniors

Story content / outline:

Take time to really study this ‘counting book’, as it is so much more than that. Each page contains an ever-diminishing hole (literally) – the animals’ water hole, and some animals from a particular continent or environment. As the number of animals that visit the water hole increases, so the water supply drops. However, for the eagle-eyed, there are frogs to count too and additional hidden wildlife from the region to spot (clues are given in the silhouetted borders of each page). In addition, at the top left of each page is an illustration of a famous landmark – built or natural, to further identify where the animals come from. Towards the end of the book, there is a haunting page showing a selection of extinct animals – a consequence of the water hole running dry. Eventually the rains come again, bringing with it life and returning wildlife – I wonder what the shape of the puddles formed might suggest…?

Place / locational aspects:

The whole world! Africa, India, S America. Himalayas, N America, rivers & streams, China, Europe, Galapagos Islands, Australia

Physical geography aspects:

The landscape and vegetation of each environment, plus some identifiable landmarks e.g. Ayers Rock and Mount Kilimanjaro

Human geography aspects:
The human landmarks for each region, such as the Great Wall of China and the Taj Mahal

Environmental / sustainability aspects:

Water conservation

Key geographical vocabulary:

Continent, Environment, Water conservation, Location, Wildlife

Specific geographical skills: (such as mapwork, atlas skills, enquiry skills)

Atlas skills

Other NC subject areas and cross-curricular opportunities:

Research skills – reference books & internet

Suggested activity/activities: (please illustrate with your own case study or activity ideas)

This book lends itself to atlas work and research skills. 

Where does each animal come from?

Can you recognise each landmark shown in the top left of each page? 

Where exactly in each continent is it located? 

What can you find out about each landmark & each animal shown? 

Are any of the animals an endangered species? 

If you were making a similar book, which animals and landmarks would you choose to show?

What caused the extinction of the species shown at the end of the book?

And how about those puddles – what do their shapes suggest to you?

Sue Parsons

Joy Lane Junior School, Whitstable, Kent
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