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Title: 
The World Came to My Place Today

Author:

Jo Readman & Ley Honor Roberts

Publisher & date of publication:
Eden Project Books, 2002

ISBN:

1-90-391902-9

Recommended key stage / age group: 

Suitable for pupils in KS1 & KS2

Story content / outline:

This book demonstrates how many of our everyday household items originate from other parts of the globe. It’s a colourful book, with a mixture of illustrations and photographs, story and explanatory text on each page. Flora is unwell, resulting in George and her having to stay at home for the day while their Grandad looks after them. Instead of going out for the day, Grandad brings the world to the children in the form of everyday items such as foodstuffs, letters, doormats, bike tyres, towels, toothpaste and toys

Place / locational aspects:

The whole world!

Household items from across the globe are highlighted. There is a useful world map at the front and back of the book to show where the products have come from (although this could be a worthwhile activity for the children to pursue themselves).

Physical geography aspects:

Weather and climate – different plants’ preference for certain conditions are highlighted.

Human geography aspects:

How are the raw materials processed into the products that we recognise?

How do they reach us in the UK?

Environmental / sustainability aspects:

How many food miles are notched up for a simple meal?

Key geographical vocabulary:

Global, product, resource, transport, process, raw material.

Specific geographical skills: (such as map work, atlas skills, enquiry skills)

Map work – identifying the country of origin 

Other NC subject areas and cross-curricular opportunities:

Research skills – what other products come from similar locations?

Suggested activity/activities:

· There are many variations on the idea behind this story. As many items have detailed labelling nowadays, especially food, it’s reasonably easy in a classroom to use the clothing worn by the children or a sample of supermarket foods and products for a ‘country of origin’ survey. Once these have been pinpointed on a world map, the questions from the sections above could be used to develop the enquiry further. The Oxfam website: (http://www.oxfam.org.uk/coolplanet/index.htm) has some useful teaching resources on food, globalisation and fair trade.

Sue Parsons

Joy Lane Junior School, Whitstable, Kent.
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