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· Independent review of the curriculum led by Sir Jim Rose
· Timescales:
· Interim report October 31st 2008 
· Final report March 31st 2009
· Statutory consultation summer 2009
· First teaching September 2011
What type of curriculum are we looking for?

· Less prescription and greater flexibility for schools to build a curriculum based on local circumstances 
· a curriculum that will raise standards for all and better meet pupil needs; 
· greater emphasis on developing the whole child; 
· more integrated learning across subjects; 
· smoother transitions between phases.
Primary review – Call for evidence

Closing date 30th April 2008

www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations 

The Council for Subject Associations

Contributing to the Primary Review

Curriculum purposes:

“Nothing is more important than the body of essential knowledge, skills & understanding we choose as a nation to pass on to our young people.
The curriculum must provide all pupils with a broad & balanced entitlement to learning which encourages creativity and inspires in them a commitment to learning that will last a lifetime”

Subjects, disciplines and specialisms

· The way in which we understand and shape our experience 
· Making sense
· Sharing meaning
· Frameworks for learning
And …
· Subjects change and develop
· Nothing stands still
The CFSA and primary curriculum

· CfSA now can help:
· raise the profile of subjects and subject specialism, 
· promote membership of SAs 
· provide a forum for mutual support 
· CfSA in the future can help by:
· Making a positive contribution to shaping the new curriculum.  
· Help schools make the most of the opportunities created by the new primary curriculum.
Making subjects work in the primary curriculum

· Why does the subject matter and how can it contribute to the aims of the curriculum?
· What are the the big ideas that underpin the subject?
· What are the essential skills of the subject?
· What is the appropriate range and content –from which teachers should draw to develop knowledge, understanding and skills?
· What are the opportunities to enhance and enrich learning, including making links to the wider curriculum?
Some questions …

· How does it make sense to a child … 
· What types of learning engage, motivate, inspire and challenge children …
· What is manageable and practical for teachers …
· When and how we introduce children to the broad subject areas of learning …
· What helps prepare children for learning in secondary school …
http://www.geography.org.uk/eyprimary/curriculumreview/ 


