
The Five Questions    Primary Curriculum Review  

Questions 1a to 1e refer to Aspect 1: Curriculum Design and Content
1 a) In relation to the curriculum what is it reasonable to expect schools to provide and manage within the statutory time requirements of the primary school day?

1 b) Should primary pupils continue to be introduced to all the subjects of the National Curriculum from Year 1?

1 c) What should be the position of science and ICT within the primary curriculum? 

1 d) Should some of the Early Years Foundation Stage areas of learning and development, and pedagogy, be extended into the primary curriculum?

1 e) What is case and scope for reducing prescription and content in the programmes of study?

Questions 2a and 2b relate to Aspect 2: Reading, writing and numeracy
2 a) How might schools be enabled to strengthen their focus on raising attainment in reading, writing and numeracy?

2 b) What can be done to ensure that these vital subjects are taught thoroughly and systematically, and fully integrated within all areas of the curriculum?

Question 3 refers to Aspect 3: Modern Foreign Languages
3 What are the best ways of introducing a modern foreign language as a compulsory requirement of the curriculum at Key Stage 2 as recommended by Lord Dearing's Languages Review?

Questions 4a and 4b refer to Aspect 4: Personal Development
4 a) What are the personal, social and emotional capabilities that children need to develop through their schooling?

4 b) What is the most appropriate framework for achieving greater integration of these capabilities throughout the curriculum?

Questions 5a and 5b refer to Aspect 5: Transition and progression
5 a) How might schools make best use of the information available about prior learning, and information from parents and other professionals working with children, to secure optimum continuity and progression for all children from the Early Years Foundation Stage onwards, paying particular attention to the key transition points?

5 b) What are the options for providing more choice and flexibility in start dates for children entering primary school, especially summer-born children?

6 Do you have any other comments or contributions to make?
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