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Title: Small Bear Lost

Author: Martin Wadell

Publisher & date of publication: Walkers Book Limited (1997)

ISBN: 0-7445-5263-x

Recommended key stage / age group: Foundation Stage –Both nursery and reception

Story content / outline: The story is about a little bear who gets left on the train by his little girl owner and how he finds his way home using a map and his recognition of places along the way.

Place / locational aspects: Train station, maps, park, bus stop, houses and roads. 

Physical geography aspects: Tree, countryside, pond, and fields

Human geography aspects: Train, train station, bus, houses, park, cars, and gates.

Key geographical vocabulary: map (train map)

Specific geographical skills: (such as map work, atlas skills, enquiry skills)

In the book the bear uses a map to find out where his home is and the time of the next train. He also describes throughout the journey home the transport he uses and how he got home. I would follow up this activity by drawing a basic map of the school environment and encouraging the children to follow this to find the hidden teddy which I will have hidden prior to the activity. To extend the activity you can add clues and encourage the children to stop at specific points throughout (for example if you want to focus on a particular sign). 

As a follow up to this activity you could encourage the children to produce their own map of the nursery layout and include places where the feel they could hide the bear and maybe follow this through by allowing the other children to follow through their ideas by hiding the bear for a peer to find. 

Other NC subject areas and cross-curricular opportunities:

· Mathematical development – children can use the idea of the bear reading the map and finding out the train time as a starting point for looking at timetables and focusing on time. 

· Literacy – ask the children to write a recount of a specific journey they have been on recently which can include the transport they have used. 

· Art – as the children produce their own maps of the school environment. 

· Science – looking at the pictures within the book and the trees what season do you think the story is set within? 

Suggested activity/activities:

See above. 

Kelly Andrew

Roehampton University: London 
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