Geography Through Stories

[image: image1.jpg]rtxuxee ho,y




Title: Refugee Boy
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ISBN: 978-0747550860
Recommended key stage / age group: Upper KS2

Story content / outline:

The main character of the book, Alem, is half Ethiopian and half Eritrean and as such is caught between two conflicting worlds. He belongs to neither and is threatened by both. Not knowing how else to protect him from the escalating violence, his father takes him to England ostensibly on holiday but in desperation, leaves him in what he believes to be a safer environment. He is looked after by social services and the Refugee Council and is placed in a caring and understanding foster home. He starts attending a local school and makes a number of close and empathetic friends, but his heart remains in Africa with his parents and despite getting occasional news in letters from his father, he grieves for his homeland. The situation becomes progressively worse as his mother goes missing and his father becomes increasingly involved in the politics of the two warring states – Alem is left to cope with the situation in England with dignity and integrity, never forgetting his loyalty and love for his country and his family.  

Place / locational aspects:

The novel is based in the M4 corridor and suburbs of London but there is incidental information and setting in Ethiopia and Eritrea – the soul of these countries is effectively captured

Physical geography aspects:

Little explicit but there are comparisons made between the natural world and environment of Africa and that of the urban jungle and the suburbs of London

Human geography aspects:

A great deal of human geography comes across in this book, through politics and citizenship – the status of refugees and the laws governing their entry and rights to remain in the country. There are numerous allusions to human rights and the rights of all children to a safe and peaceful upbringing.
Environmental / sustainability aspects: 

Not specific in this book

Key geographical vocabulary: 

Refugee, right of entry, right to remain, human rights, suburbs

Specific geographical skills: (such as map work, atlas skills, enquiry skills)
Locational skills in identifying area that Alem comes from and tracking journey to the UK and within UK. Empathy and tolerance in learning about and understanding a very different culture and society to our own. 

Other NC subject areas and cross-curricular opportunities:

· Literacy – the language used in the book is sophisticated but very accessible and introduces the reader to a rich and varied vocabulary

· Citizenship – a great deal around human rights, rights of refugees and understanding the plight of others

· History – the political historical issues around territoriality in North Africa and the enduring legacy of colonialism

Suggested activity/activities:

· Locating the area of Ethiopia and Eritrea – concept maps of the country and our perceptions of it

· Comparing lives of those in Ethiopia and Eritrea to ours 

· Locating the area that Alem and his father first visited near Windsor using aerial photos, Google Earth, OS maps

· Diary writing and journalistic writing as though in the story

· Finding out about a refugee detention centre 

· Contacting the refugee council and having talk from representative

· For further ideas visit the Woodberry Down school website which did an extensive project on the book in Y6 – look under Children’s Work 2006/2007 http://woodberrydown.moonfruit.com/
Tessa Willy, Senior Lecturer in Geography Education

Roehampton University
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