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Title: Follow My Leader
Author: Emma Chichester Clark
Publisher & date of publication: Harper Collins 2001
ISBN: 978-0-00-664760-7
Recommended key stage / age group: FS/KS1
Story content / outline: Literally, as the title suggests, a young boy goes on a journey through different nearby places, including through the woods and across the stream with his animal friends. In the middle of the journey they have a surprise encounter. I think the book is beautifully illustrated and there is also some fabulous descriptive language suitable for a younger audience.

Place / locational aspects: Woods, hill, stream, steps, fields, stile, garden, home, inside, outside

Physical geography aspects: Identifying physical (natural) features in the environment – can range from general e.g. flowers, plants, trees etc. to specific e.g. tulips, apple tress, lilies etc.

Human geography aspects: The impact people have had on the landscape e.g. gardening, building. Man – made features such as the stile

Environmental / sustainability aspects: Describing what the environment is like. Is it well looked after? How might it change and why?

Key geographical vocabulary: path, stile, hill, corner, stream, woods, trees, gate (most of the geographical vocabulary is used twice in the story firstly on the way out and secondly on the way home)

Specific geographical skills: (such as map work, atlas skills, enquiry skills)

It could be linked to an enquiry or trails/map reading (see suggested activities)

Other NC subject areas and cross-curricular opportunities:

· Lovely describing words for use in Literacy – the story could be rewritten by pupils/teacher for their local area using this book as a model. 

· PHSE – rules for playing games.

· P.E. – different types of movement e.g. follow, hopping, skipping, whirling, twirling.

· Music – make music to accompany the story – what sounds might they hear?

· Maths – How many steps is it to the trees, etc in our school – could involve predicting.

Suggested activity/activities:

· With reference to the cross curricular links above, this could be used as a theme in FS/KS1.

· Possible Enquiry: Should an ice cream shop be built in the woods? Children may be able to think of their own enquiry question, making it more relevant for them – or relate it to an enquiry relevant to their local area.

· Trails in the local area – what features might we see in our local area? How is it the same and/or how is it different from those we see in the book? The children could play a follow my leader activity just like in the book when they go on their trail.
Emily Richardson, Senior Lecturer in Geography Education, Roehampton University, previously Deputy Headteacher, Marlow C of E Infant School, Bucks.
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