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Earthways, Earthwise – poems on conservation.

Highlighted poem – Ten Tall Oak Trees by Richard Edwards

Author:

Selected by Judith Nicholls

Publisher & date of publication:

OUP, 1998

ISBN:

0-19-272248-4

Recommended key stage / age group 

There are suitable poems for both KS1 and KS2 within the book, but the highlighted poem might be more suited to use with Junior-aged pupils.

Story content / outline:

A counting poem in the vein of ‘10 Green Bottles’, with an environmental message. An oak woodland gradually dwindles over time, due to the different demands for timber or space, until eventually, none are left.

Place / locational aspects:

Initially, a natural landscape which gradually becomes more urbanised.

Physical geography aspects:

The impact of weather – lightning and strong winds is considered.

Human geography aspects:

Oak timber has been used by people for differing purposes throughout history, e.g. for warships, charcoal, barrels, house frames and floorboards. More recently, trees have been removed to make way for motorways, for safety reasons or just convenience.

Environmental / sustainability aspects:

The poem raises current environmental concerns about the conflict between human needs and the decline of natural habitats, deforestation, planting for future generations and the meaning of ‘progress’.

Key geographical vocabulary:

Sustain, environment, woodland, conflict, progress.

Specific geographical skills: (such as map work, atlas skills, enquiry skills)

‘Then and now’ comparisons using maps and/or aerial photos.

Other NC subject areas and cross-curricular opportunities:

History – research the uses of timber over time e.g. Henry VIII’s ships and house building.

Literacy – the structure of the poem and its rhymes, alternative words used in place of “said”
Suggested activity/activities: 

· Display – Pupils could try illustrating a verse and writing an explanatory caption for each.

· What else is wood used for? Can they write an alternative verse for the poem? What materials are used nowadays in place of wood? Is this a better option? Discuss the concept of sustainable living.

· What other resources have dwindled in a similar way over time? Can the children take the same format for a poem but put it in a different context? They would need to research multiple reasons for decline and begin to have an appreciation of conflicting priorities and differing points of view.

I set this as a holiday ‘eco-challenge’ for pupils (and adults) a while ago. The response was outstanding with poems ranging from endangered species to the decline of open spaces. One Y6 boy’s poem won a competition and is featured on the website of our local environmental education centre

Sue Parsons, Joy Lane Junior School, Whitstable, Kent
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