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How does school Geography 

teach children to óthink 

geographicallyô?

One way to understand Geography is 

as a language that provides a way of 

thinking about the worldé



Å Languages have a vocabulary. 
You need a vocabulary to speak 
the language, but it is not 
enough. Languages also have 
grammar: rules, concepts and 
procedures which allow you to 
construct meanings.

Å The grammar of geography is 
its óbig ideasô, which help us 
organise and attach significance 
to the vocabulary (geographical 
information). 

A different view ïGA manifesto, 2009
http://www.geography.org.uk/resources/adifferentview/#top

If the tourists arrive 

at Port Antonio, 

which other places 

might they like to 

visit?

It depends 

on transport 

and who 

they are ï

elderly, 

families..

Image removed

http://www.geography.org.uk/resources/adifferentview/


Big ideas in Geography

Geographical 

concepts

Place

Space

Scale

Physical & human 

processes

Interdependence

Cultural 

understanding & 

diversity

Environmental interaction 

& sustainability



Making the vocabulary explicit

KEY QUESTION: Where is Whitstable?

I can locate 

Whitstsable on maps 

of different scales

What words might we need?

VCompass directions

VTown

VCounty

VCountry

VContinent

VCoast

VZoom in / out

VLocal / global

VNeighbouring

VDistant         éwhat else?



Having an understanding of 

etymology is useful!

- a quick link to Literacy ï

prefixes/suffixes

ÅGeoé

ÅHydroé

ÅThermé

ÅAquaé

ÅIsoé

Åégraphy 

Åéham

Åéden

Åéton

Åéwich







Useful links

ÅPiclits
http://www.piclits.com/compose_dragdrop.aspx

ÅWordles
http://www.wordle.net/create

ÅWordscapes - Overseas localities (04:40 ï07:36) 
http://www.teachers.tv/videos/great-primary-lesson-ideas-overseas-localities

ÅOn-line glossaries
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/geography/glossary/

http://www.naturegrid.org.uk/eco-exp/glossary.html

ÅSymbols (OS maps & Widgit)
http://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/oswebsite/education/pdf/50KLegend-Eng.pdf

http://mapzone.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/gamespages/flashcards.htm

http://www.widgit.com/resources/classroom/index.htm#geography
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Ideas for using vocabulary cards

Å Ask for definitions / crossword clues 

http://mapzone.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/gamespages/OSCrossword.htm

Å Match definitions to words

Å Draw pictorial representations of each & use to play dominoes / snap / bingo / pairing 
games

Å Order alphabetically to create a class Geographical Glossary 

Å Use correctly in an explanation / as labels on a display, poster, diagram or map

Å Use as spelling prompts

Å Make a óloopô game

Å Include the odd óred herringô for deeper discussion

http://www.geography.org.uk/eyprimary/squaretwo/

Å Act out the word

Å Guess in 10 questions

Å Build a mind map around 5 words

Å Whose word am I describing?

Å Give 5 true statements and one false about your word

Å Create an action / sound effect / symbol for your word

Å Think how your word relates to you

http://mapzone.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/gamespages/OSCrossword.htm
http://www.geography.org.uk/eyprimary/squaretwo/


Thinking skills tools
http://www.bssc.edu.au/public/community/Big_Hill_Primary_School/Students/new_page_1.htm

http://www.bssc.edu.au/public/community/Big_Hill_Primary_School/Students/new_page_1.htm

