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Primary National Conference – Manchester Workshops

Tuesday 15 June 2010

Delegates will attend three out of the following six workshops during the day.

1. Past, present, future: how to plan a cross-curricular investigation of your local area
Anthony Barlow, Geography and ICT Subject Leader, St. Peter's Smithills Dean C.E. Primary, 
Bolton. See how one Bolton school investigated their local area making links between the 
history and geography curriculum. Learn techniques you could use back at school such as 
journey sticks, junk mapping and Microsoft Photostory. For key stage 2. 

2. Now that's what I call geography!
Arthur Kelly, PGCE Primary Course Director, Liverpool Hope University
This workshop is a practical hands- and minds-on exploration of the potential role of music in 
identity and developing perceptions of other places. No singing required. 

3. How to be a geography explorer of your local world
Wendy North, Primary Curriculum Development Leader, Geographical Association
We will go outside to observe, collect, analyse, compare, notice patterns and come back 
inside to create group maps of the world we’ve just explored. Come and share in the fun of 
being a geography explorer. 

4. What is ‘living history’ and can it really help to build historical, social and 
geographical understanding?
Dr Mike Tyler, Business Development Officer, Danelaw Centre for Living History and Lecturer 
in Heritage and Museum Studies, University of Huddersfield
This session will outline the history of living history, clarifying the terms ‘re-enactment’, ‘live 
interpretation’, and ‘living history’. There will be a round of practical hands-on activities for 
suitable for the classroom and we will discuss the strengths and weaknesses of using ‘living 
history’. 

5. What was the greatest invention of the twentieth century? - Doing significance with 
KS2
Alf Wilkinson, CPD manager, Historical Association
Recently the HA undertook a research project into transition from KS2 to KS3. The project 
found that primary-age pupils are capable of working with historical concepts at a much more 
mature level than many teachers think. This workshop will explore some recent work on 
significance with key stage 2 pupils. 

6. Encouraging thinking skills in primary history
Andrew Wrenn, Adviser, Cambridgeshire
This practical workshop will demonstrate how to promote higher order thinking in primary 
history through handling artefacts and structuring discussion. It will show how activities can 
lead to a substantial outcome through an enquiry approach. Participants will take away a set 
of classroom materials for immediate use at key stage 2 and which could also be adapted for 
key stage 1. 

Jointly presented by the Geographical Association and Historical Association

Further details and online booking available at www.geography.org.uk/primaryconference
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