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HowHow
 

to to translatetranslate
 

thethe
 

datadata
 

intointo
 convincingconvincing
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of of teachingteaching

 
and and 

learninglearning??
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The aims of all the lessons are to foster:The aims of all the lessons are to foster:

 critical citizenshipcritical citizenship

 knowledge of Europe, and other key conceptsknowledge of Europe, and other key concepts

 values educationvalues education



FourFour
 

stepssteps
 

to to reachreach
 

thethe
 

aimsaims::

 describingdescribing
 

differencesdifferences
 

(and (and similaritiessimilarities))

 investigatinginvestigating
 

explanationsexplanations

 relatingrelating
 

thethe
 

valuesvalues
 

in in thethe
 

AoEVAoEV
 

to to theirtheir
 

ownown


 

developing critical perspectives through developing critical perspectives through 
questioning, questioning, metacognitionmetacognition, and critical thinking, and critical thinking



DescribingDescribing
 

differencesdifferences
 

(and (and similaritiessimilarities))



InvestigatingInvestigating
 

explanationsexplanations



RelatingRelating
 

to to thethe
 

studentsstudents‘‘
 

valuesvalues

Tide~



DevelopingDeveloping
 

criticalcritical
 

perspectivesperspectives
 

throughthrough
 questioningquestioning, , metacognitionmetacognition

 
and and criticalcritical

 
thinkingthinking



WhatWhat
 

diddid
 

thethe
 

studentstudent--teachersteachers
 

makemake
 

of of itit??

For For exampleexample: : explanationsexplanations



datadata

conditionsconditions

((rebuttalrebuttal))

rulesrules

((warrantswarrants))

HempelHempel--Oppenheim Oppenheim modelmodel
 

of of explanationexplanation



ExplanationsExplanations


 
do not attempt to persuade the audience to a do not attempt to persuade the audience to a 

point of view.point of view.


 

explain something which we already accept as explain something which we already accept as 
being true.being true.

 account for why and how something occurs.account for why and how something occurs.


 

draw out the meaning of a theory, argument or draw out the meaning of a theory, argument or 
other message.other message.



ExplanationExplanation
 

offeredoffered
 

byby
 scientistsscientists

CHANGECHANGE

extrinsicextrinsic valuesvalues intrinsicintrinsic valuesvalues

„„religiousreligious““ religionreligion secularsecular religionreligion



„„ExplanationsExplanations““
 

in in ourour
 curriculumcurriculum

 
frameworkframework

religiousreligious

socialsocial

culturalcultural

economiceconomic

politicalpolitical

historicalhistorical



HowHow
 

diddid
 

thethe
 

studentstudent--teachersteachers
 

useuse
 explanationsexplanations??


 

BothBoth
 

groupsgroups
 

offeredoffered
 

definitionsdefinitions
 

of of thethe
 

termterm
 „„explanationexplanation““..


 

BothBoth
 

groupsgroups
 

moremore
 

oror
 

lessless
 

explicitlyexplicitly
 

referedrefered
 

to to 
thethe

 
conceptsconcepts

 
of of thethe

 
curriculumcurriculum

 
frameworkframework..


 

TheThe
 

GermanGerman--SlovakSlovak
 

groupgroup
 

thenthen
 

focussedfocussed
 

on on howhow
 theythey

 
explainedexplained

 
thethe

 
datadata..


 

TheThe
 

TurkishTurkish--DutchDutch
 

groupgroup
 

focussedfocussed
 

on on whowho
 explainedexplained

 
thethe

 
datadata..



TheThe
 

GermanGerman--SlovakSlovak
 

groupgroup
 

scannedscanned
 

all all thethe
 taskstasks

 
forfor

 
keykey

 
wordswords

 
to find to find explanationsexplanations::


 

Note on each of the three file cards one word Note on each of the three file cards one word 
that comes to your mind when thinking about that comes to your mind when thinking about whywhy

 there are people in need.there are people in need.

 WhyWhy will work be more or less important for will work be more or less important for 
you?you?

 DiscussDiscuss these four reasons, comparing them to these four reasons, comparing them to 
your own ideas of people in need.your own ideas of people in need.
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ExplanationExplanation
 

forfor
 

usageusage
 

of of dimensionsdimensions::


 

religion: religion: is less important in the countries of is less important in the countries of 
the participants (Germany and Slovakia) (Atlas of the participants (Germany and Slovakia) (Atlas of 
European Values, 2008).European Values, 2008).
 almost no member of the five teaching groups almost no member of the five teaching groups 
ticked the same dimensions as the other group ticked the same dimensions as the other group 
membersmembers

 
=>=>

 
very subjective (perception of the very subjective (perception of the 

group members seems to be different).group members seems to be different).
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DifficultyDifficulty
 

of of explanationsexplanations



Looking at the pupilsLooking at the pupils’’
 

evaluation sheets:evaluation sheets:

In comparison with the evaluation forms of the In comparison with the evaluation forms of the 
pupils one is able to establish that the major pupils one is able to establish that the major 
part of the pupils merely wrote down the facts part of the pupils merely wrote down the facts 
mentioned for people being in need or mentioned for people being in need or 
differences between people in Europe (topic differences between people in Europe (topic 
““Why work?Why work?””).).

AssumptionAssumption: : PupilsPupils
 

areare
 

notnot
 

usedused
 

to to explanationsexplanations..



TheThe
 

TurkishTurkish--DutchDutch
 

groupgroup
 

foundfound
 

threethree
 

waysways
 of of teachingteaching

 
explanationsexplanations::


 

thethe
 

pupilspupils
 

werewere
 

toldtold
 

byby
 

thethe
 

teachersteachers
 

((deductivedeductive
 way)way)


 

thethe
 

pupilspupils
 

mademade
 

a a guessguess
 

and and werewere
 

thenthen
 

toldtold
 

byby
 thethe

 
teachersteachers


 

thethe
 

pupilspupils
 

werewere
 

givengiven
 

„„visualvisual aidsaids““ ((mapsmaps) and ) and 
hadhad

 
to find to find thethe

 
explanationsexplanations

 
themselvesthemselves

 
((inductiveinductive

 way)way)



For For exampleexample
 

„„WorkWork
 

TravelsTravels
 

AroundAround
 

EuropeEurope““

MapMap
 

to to bebe
 explainedexplained: Net : Net 

migrationmigration
 

rate rate 
in Europein Europe



MapsMaps
 

usedused
 

forfor
 

explanationexplanation



This would require a lot of time, because there This would require a lot of time, because there 
are six maps and students were not familiar with are six maps and students were not familiar with 
the maps. Hence, the teachers had to skip this the maps. Hence, the teachers had to skip this 
task, but not to leave students without any task, but not to leave students without any 
explanation a short oral explanation was given.explanation a short oral explanation was given.



ExplanationsExplanations
 

givengiven
 

byby
 

thethe
 

TurkishTurkish--DutchDutch
 groupgroup::

 job satisfaction can be related to working job satisfaction can be related to working 
circumstances, working conditions, working circumstances, working conditions, working 
relations, work culturerelations, work culture
 intrinsic and extrinsic work motivationsintrinsic and extrinsic work motivations

 migration may be due to unemployment, migration may be due to unemployment, 
dissatisfaction with jobs and the importance of dissatisfaction with jobs and the importance of 
jobs in peoplesjobs in peoples’’ liveslives



WhyWhy
 

was was „„explaningexplaning
 

datadata““
 

so so difficultdifficult??

a)a) becausebecause
 

thethe
 

explanationexplanation
 

was easywas easy



 

Change



WhyWhy
 

was was „„explaningexplaning
 

datadata““
 

so so difficultdifficult??

a)a) becausebecause
 

thethe
 

explanationexplanation
 

was was easyeasy

b)b) becausebecause
 

„„whywhy““--questionsquestions
 

do do notnot
 

alwaysalways
 askask

 
forfor

 
„„explaningexplaning

 
datadata““

c)c) becausebecause
 

we more often asked for we more often asked for 
argumentations than for explanationsargumentations than for explanations



datadata

warrantwarrant

((rulesrules))

backingbacking

rebuttalrebuttal

((conditionsconditions))

claimclaim

ToulminToulmin
 

modelmodel
 

of of argumentationargumentation



RevisedRevised
 

Curriculum FrameworkCurriculum Framework
The stagesThe stages

a)a) Relating the attitudes represented in the maps Relating the attitudes represented in the maps 
of the of the AoEVAoEV

 
to their ownto their own

b)b) Describing differences (and recognising Describing differences (and recognising 
similarities)similarities)

c)c) Deepening understandingDeepening understanding
d)d) Developing critical perspectivesDeveloping critical perspectives



TrafficTraffic
 

Light Light GameGame
ImagineImagine

 
youryour

 
newnew

 
neighbourneighbour

 will will bebe
 

of a different of a different religionreligion. . 
Do Do youyou

 
wantwant

 
himhim

 
/ her as / her as youryour

 neighbourneighbour??

HowHow
 

tolerant do tolerant do youyou
 

thinkthink
 areare

 
thethe

 
peoplepeople

 
in in youryour

 countrycountry??

yesyes 33
neutralneutral 1616
nono

toleranttolerant 1010

intolerantintolerant 99
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