Transition project - ‘Maps of memory’
Using local fieldwork, geographical enquiry and GIS to develop understanding of ‘place’.
Creating a ‘need to know’
Using images from around the school ask pupils to discuss how they feel about different places around the school. 

In pairs, pupils discuss an image of one place around the school. How might two different people feel about this particular place? 

(e.g. happy memories, sad memories, painful memories etc) 

Explain that we are going to carry out an enquiry into people’s feelings towards different places around the school 
In groups encourage the pupils to suggest questions that they could investigate further: What? Where? Why? What ought? 
e.g: 
What makes people feel happy about a particular place? 
Where are the happiest places? 
Why are some places happier? 
What ought to be done to cheer up some places? 
Finally, pupils should plan how they are going to find the answers to these questions.
Using data
Pupils need to collect data from around the school to help answer these questions. This could be: 
 Photographs of different places 
Audio descriptions of the different places 
Written descriptions of the places 
Surveys of pupil feelings towards different places (e.g. ‘happiness’ scale 1-5) 
Record the locations of the different places on a paper version of OS MasterMap
Making sense of data
Map the places on AEGIS, linking up images, descriptions and possibly survey results. 
Describe any spatial patterns of happy/sad memories. 
Answer the enquiry questions you set. 
Compare results between different groups, commenting on differences and similarities. 
What conclusions can be made? does everyone feel the same ways about different places around the school? 
Reflecting on learning

What if you zoomed out to a wider scale. Would everyone in a town or village feel the same way about different parts of that place? 
What can you learn from your conclusions about feelings towards different places? 
What did you learn from this enquiry? How did you learn it? How could you improve your enquiry? 
Note - enquiry framework from Roberts, M. (2003)  Learning through enquiry
www.geography.org.uk/conference  
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