	Statement
	Department Example/s 

	1. What are the distinctive characteristics of Geography in your school?
	

	1(a) Students relate geographical thinking with their everyday experiences, so that the relevance of geography is clear to them.
	

	1(b) Students demonstrate an informed understanding of the geography’s organising concepts such as place, interdependence, scale and process. The distinctiveness of geography is apparent.
	

	1(c) The department is responsive to innovation in geography education and actively initiates developments in curriculum materials and organisation. 
	

	1(d) The department employs a variety of approaches to geography. These are regularly reviewed and evaluated for their effectiveness in supporting standards and achievement in geography
	

	1(e) The KS3 curriculum incorporates the effective use of ICT, maps and fieldwork where appropriate. This should include GIS where possible and the use of high quality images and/or visualisation software.
	

	Reflection and evaluation
· Why do we do it like this?

· How do we know it is successful?

· What is the impact on teaching and learning?


	Possible area/s for development


	2. How does the Department gather the ‘pupils’ voices’ and use the views of learners to inform the continuous improvement of Geography teaching and learning?


	

	2 (a) Student views are sought formally as part of the departmental evaluation process and appropriate feedback is provided.


	

	2 (b) Thoughtful student views about their learning in geography, whether oral or written, are used to inform curriculum change.


	

	2 (c) Reflection and evaluation are regular features of students learning in geography.


	

	        Reflection

· Why did we do it like this?

· How do we know it is successful?
· What is the impact on teaching and learning?


	

	Areas for development



	


	3. What are the learners’ achievements and standards in Geography?


	

	3(a) Students’ achievements are evidenced by value-added trends over the last three years. These demonstrate progress that is in line with or exceeds reasonable expectations


	

	3(b) Students are aware of their standards and achievements and can show how they developed geographical thinking. 


	

	3(c) Students can show a growing understanding of global citizenship and sustainable development.


	

	Reflection

· Why did we do it like this?

· How do we know it is successful?

· What is the impact on teaching and learning?


	

	
	

	Areas for development


	

	
	


	4. How does Geography support the personal development and well-being of learners?


	

	4 (a) The department includes students’ ‘personal geographies’ as part of the curriculum. Teachers take account of students’ views, experiences and feelings about places and geographical issues.
	

	4 (b) The department stimulates an interest in and a sense of wonder about places at a variety of scales and in a variety of locations around the world. The curriculum explicitly develops students learning about community and diversity at a variety of scales.
	

	4 (c) Students understand that environments (physical and human) are always changing, often threatened and sometimes improved, by a wide range of interrelated human and physical processes.
	

	4 (d) Students are encouraged to be confident in expressing their own views about places, events and issues using geographical concepts and begin to appreciate the significance of diverse views of others. 
	

	4 (e) Fieldwork and other forms of extracurricular enrichment are an essential and integrated part of the curriculum experience.


	

	Reflection

· Why did we do it like this?

· How do we know it is successful?

· What is the impact on teaching and learning?

	

	
	

	Areas for development

	

	
	


	5a  What level of quality has been achieved in the  teaching and learning of Geography?


	

	5 (a i) Places and topics are underpinned by a variety of types of geographical resources and media. These evidence a variety and range of perspectives.


	

	5 (a ii) Students become questioning learners through engaging in a range of enquiry activities, including decision making and dialogue.


	

	5 (a iii) Students use geographical concepts confidently and in appropriate contexts, with the appropriate vocabulary.


	

	5 (a iv) Students can demonstrate a sense of place through a knowledge and understanding of geographical concepts. This includes an understanding of interdependence between people and the physical environment.
	

	5 (a v) Lessons are suitably challenging and teachers aim to develop students’ capacity to learn independently by linking their learning to geographical concepts, trends and issues. 


	

	         Reflection

· Why did we do it like this?

· How do we know it is successful?

· What is the impact on teaching and learning?


	Areas for development

	

	
	


	5b How successfully does the Geography curriculum meet the range of needs and interests of learners?


	

	5 (b i) Students generally enjoy their learning in geography


	

	5 (b ii) Strategies using Literacy and Learning Principles e.g. using active listening are used to support progression in geographical knowledge, understanding, skills and values.


	

	5 (b iii) Individual learning needs are referenced in the planning process and there is evidence as to how the geography curriculum has been planned to support individual achievement.


	

	5 (b iv) Students recognise geographical skills as relevant to the future workplace and lifelong learning. 


	

	5 (b v) Students are supported and guided to reflect on their learning and are aware of how to improve the quality of their geographical thinking. This is supported by Assessment for Learning strategies. 


	

	        Reflection

· Why did we do it like this?

· How do we know it is successful?

· What is the impact on teaching and learning?

	

	
	

	       Areas for development

	

	
	


	5c. How well are the learners guided and supported in Geography?


	

	5 (c i) There is evidence of a range of assessment methods, both formal and informal employed to monitor pupil progress and developing understanding, knowledge and skill in geography. 


	

	5 (c ii) Pupils are involved regularly in assessment processes which are closely based on Assessment for Learning principles. 


	

	5 (c iii) The department uses self evaluation, based on assessment evidence, which is used to inform curriculum decisions and raise standards in geography and improve provision for a range of groups of students.


	

	Reflection

· Why did we do it like this?

· How do we know it is successful?

· What is the impact on teaching and learning?


	

	
	

	Areas for development


	

	
	


	6. What is the overall effectiveness and efficiency of leadership and management in the Geography department?
	

	6 (a) The department has a clear shared vision and the subject leader creates a supportive environment for creative teaching and learning. 


	

	6 (b) Team work and collaboration is supported as a long term platform for curriculum development.


	

	6 (c) Strengths and areas for development that will improve the quality of geography in the school are clearly identified by the team and then prioritised and actioned.


	

	6 (d) Consideration is given to staff deployment, use of accommodation and learning resources and their potential impact on learning in geography.


	

	6 (e) There is evidence of regular professional development opportunities taken by the department to support the broadening and or deepening of geographical knowledge and understanding and to develop appropriate pedagogic approaches within the discipline. 
	

	Reflection

· Why did we do it like this?

· How do we know it is successful?

· What is the impact on teaching and learning?

	

	
	

	       Areas for development


	

	
	


	7. How effective are links outside your department in enriching the Geography provision?


	

	7 (a) The geography department participates in whole school developments.


	

	7 (b) There are liaison activities with local primary and /or feeder schools, which inform transition year curriculum experiences.


	

	7 (c) Links are made beyond the department in order to inform and enhance the geography curriculum e.g. with local businesses, NGO’s and community representatives. 


	

	7 (d) The department is a member of the GA and through this is involved in the wider geography community. 


	

	Reflection

· Why did we do it like this?

· How do we know it is successful?

· What is the impact on teaching and learning?

	

	
	

	      Areas for development

	

	
	


