Workshop aims

· To consider how photographs may be used to develop pupils’ geographical enquiries
· To develop awareness of the many sources of geographical photographs
· To understand how to link clear educational objectives with the use of photographs in geography
· To gain first-hand experience of a range of classroom techniques using photographs
Programme

14.40
Setting the focus ~ the potential of photographs.

14.50
Starting simply ~ solving the jigsaw.

15.00
Back to back! ~ reading photographs.

15.10
Asking questions and scaffolding ~ getting inside and beyond photographs.

15.20
The big pictures ~ on interactive whiteboards, PC screens or in print?

Setting the focus

· The power of images in our world.

· The domination of images in society.

· The sources of images in a world of un-equal access.

· The manipulation of images by individuals, groups and organisations.

· The skills and experience needed to make, use and interpret images.

· The potential for empowerment through education.

Back in school:

Walk round your school to see how pupils and colleagues are making and using photographs.

How are any of the six points above reflected in what you see?

Are there new ways in which photographs could be used e.g. in particular curriculum areas, year groups or spaces around the school?

What could you do quickly and easily to raise staff awareness of the potential in photographs for going beyond the basics of recording and presenting.

Starting simply

Preparation

This is a simple activity, but with a little planning can help children start to look at details in photographs.

The photographs can come from the normal sources you use for geography.

Be selective in where you cut the photographs: you might divide a road in two, cut along a horizon, divide a person, separate two objects that occur naturally side-by-side, cut along a colour or pattern boundary in the photo, in order to give children a framework for finding the various structures and messages in their image.

As you circulate, you can learn much for assessment about children’s geographical vocabulary and understanding of a place, in addition to the actual methods they use to solve the jigsaw.

Extension/differentiation/cross-curricular

Mix two photographs in each pack.

Ask children to bring in their own jigsaw photograph for other to put together: a good one is a photograph of themselves as it brings out the idea that people are at the same time both similar and different.

If you really want to extend this, muddle up the photo jigsaws of various children for them to make.

In a cross-curricular approach with history, muddle two photographs of the same place from two periods of time to help them identify similarities and differences.

Back to back
The method

Decide on the source of your photographs:  They may have been taken on a field visit, e-mailed to you by a school in your contrasting locality, be part of a distant locality pack or sourced from the web or a CD-ROM e.g. a Geographical Association  ‘Superscheme’. 

Arrange children in pairs so they are sitting back to back.  One child has paper on a clipboard and drawing tools.  When all is ready the other child is given a photograph.

The child with the photograph describes it to the other child who draws what s/he hears.  It perhaps works best of the drawer can ask questions so both children learn more about their observation and communication skills.

When the task is complete, both children study the drawing alongside the photograph.  Some of the deepest learning happens where they are encouraged to talk about:

How they tackled the activity (e.g. how did they start? were main features or details tackled first?)

The words they used either geography vocabulary, locational vocabulary (e.g. “on the horizon”) or actual describing words (e.g. “a tall tree”).

Finally, ask them to agree how they might tackle the activity in future building on what they have learned.

Gifted and able: what is needed to create an ‘accurate’ drawing of the original photograph?

Asking questions and scaffolding

As children become more experienced in using photographs, they can work on more complex tasks.  This activity often works best part way through a scheme of work or topic, when the children have had time to become familiar with a place.  It could be a fieldwork location, distant place pack locality or digital resources sent by contacts around the world.

Load up the digital images and save copies of the original whole photograph.

Print a copy for masking.  Mask off key parts of the original image.  You can use a variety of shaped masks to hide particular geographical features.  Also, with digital processing you can fade parts or superimpose noise to make the picture harder to read.  Laminate the finished products.

Decide whether this is to be an individual, group (paper) or whole class activity where you project the image onto an interactive whiteboard and engage the whole class in solving the mystery of what has been masked off.  Some whiteboards have features allowing you to gradually reveal parts of the image, but this varies according to the model you have.

This activity may be used to:

Assess pupils’ understanding of a place they have been studying;

Address stereotypical images of places and people;

Help pupils reflect on their own learning and plan for future enquiries (Assessment for Learning);

Encourage a collaborative approach to problem-solving.

The big pictures

Digital photographs can either be used in print format or through an interactive whiteboard.  Both have advantages and disadvantages.

In pairs, please study the large geographical photograph in front of you.  Discuss an activity/enquiry you could set up and write them in the boxes below.  They key task is to draw out the values of print and IAB, depending on what your objectives are and how best to organise the learning environment. 
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Interactive whiteboard image

Activity/enquiry






Activity/enquiry

The educational/organisational benefits of print
The educational/organisational benefit of interactive whiteboard image
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