Where are skills applied?

Students are being sold short at age 14 unless it is recognised that skills take place in a world of their own experience. They have developed sophisticated personal geographies, each providing the contemporary context for further learning. Social, environmental and economic change is within the daily orbit of their homes, how they travel and where they hang out. Participation in their communities is both formal and informal but rarely passive or inconsequential.

Through geography a student will experience, for example:

· locational knowledge and the significance of place;

· an understanding of how people and places are connected;

· skills of visual literacy (using maps and photographs) and, increasingly, geographical information systems (GIS);

· interpreting geographical patterns and processes, sometimes from first-hand investigations;

· the stimulation of current affairs, different viewpoints and decision-making; and

· the complexity of physical and human environments at a variety of scales.

Exploring geography helps make sense and gives coherence to these varied experiences. It exemplifies meaning for themselves and to their places: identity and belonging. It affirms themselves as agents for change and makes their future important. It emphasises interdependence or the connections they have with others, both near and far. It gives inspiration to understand the global issues of our times and the capacity to handle complexities such as sustainability.

Geography as a curriculum subject is dynamic by nature and has eagerly grasped the opportunity for it to be redefined and made more flexible as part of the review of Key Stage 3. This will reduce the burden of content, and focus on the geographical skills and key concepts. A pilot GCSE has shown how geography can be updated for learning, by methodology and content: this will be reflected in the new specifications.
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