Tyne and Wear Branch of the Geographical Association
Annual General Meeting

Tuesday 14th July 2009
Chairman’s Report

Over the past two years we have seen an increase in the number of people attending the local GA meetings.  The committee member’s passion for the subject is shown by the continuation of the newly named Tyne and Wear Branch.  We have seen a change since the last AGM with regard to the branch secretary from Richard Kotter to James Armstrong.  A big thank you to both Richard and James for all their hard work as James will be relinquishing this responsibility at today’s AGM.
We have continued to maintain a monthly programme of public lectures, which have attracted a variety of audiences and numbers.  Hopefully in the future we can continue to have a positive audience size with a variety of subjects and speakers.  This can only be achieved through continued advanced advertising and subjects that draw the attention of teachers, students and lecturers alike.  We have however made positive steps forward to linking these public lectures to the A level syllabuses of both AQA and Edexcel.  Everyone who attends the public lectures now receives a GA certificate which they can use for their CPD or for students to keep in their National Record of Achievement.
In July 2008 we held a recruitment cheese and wine event to promote the local branch of the GA.  A few teachers and university lecturers/students attended however more were anticipated.  Everyone enjoyed the presentations that were given regarding what the branch does together with the resources that were on offer both from the local and national GA.  I hope we have further cheese and wine events that are more positively attended therefore we need to plan and publicise the event more.
During October 2008 we saw the sad passing of Dr. Duncan Fuller who helped us on many occasions with our public lectures and promoting the GA in Northumbria University.  On behalf of the Tyne and Wear branch we send our sympathy to Duncan’s family and friends. 
Congratulations to Steve Rawlinson for becoming a Champion for Primary Geography for the whole of the north east of England in November 2008.  This has been great for everyone as it is a wonderful achievement for both Steve and the branch of the GA!

The wonderful event ‘Where will Geography lead me?  Why does Geography need me?’ was held on Friday 6th March 2009 in Ellison Building of Northumbria University.  This day was a variety of workshops for year 5/6 pupils, year 9, year 12 and year 13 pupils.  There were also workshops for teachers accompanying their pupils.  The event was attended by John Halocha our guest speaker who was captivating and really showed everyone the reasons why many of us love Geography.  The whole event was publicised through Northumbria University and the national GA website/newsletter.  Thank you to everyone who had a part to play in the organising of the day!
This year’s National Conference was held in Manchester and we had a late afternoon slot on Saturday 16th April 2009.  We had been asked to formulate a report back on what we have done since first creating the ‘8 way thinking’ Ouseburn project, including feedback from local schools and teachers who have trialled this project.  15-20 people attended the session and two colleagues requested more information regarding the Ouseburn Project.  This was such a positive outcome that we have also applied to speak at next year’s conference too.  John Lyon was very keen and has asked Steve, Cath and Richard to write the project up for Primary, secondary and Geography journals.  We all look forward to reading these!
A combined GA/Princes Trust event was planned for Thursday 2nd July 2009 however due to the Princes Trust setting fee amounts for teachers to attend the event, this was eventually not organised.  The date was then rearranged to be a day of workshops for local teachers however due to work constraints we have postponed this idea until July 2010.  Setting the date in advance will also allow local teachers to attend the course by informing their school with enough future notice to be able to attend.
From now on we are to send out one promotional flier at the beginning of each term and further information via email to reduce costs and paper.  Hopefully this will continue to increase attendance to the committee meetings and events and be a more accessible form of correspondence for members.

Over the past five years I have thoroughly enjoyed my time as chairperson of a committee of enthusiastic and inspirational colleagues who have given so much of their time and expertise to the branch.  I hope to be part of many more years where we can promote the exciting future of Geography in the north east and nationally.

Lisa Conlan

Chairperson
