South Devon Geographical Association Branch
Minutes of AGM 2010

Present P Evans Chair, D Lewis Treasurer, T Davison Secretary

1. Chairman’s review of SDGA activities 2009-10
May I thank all who have supported the SDGA through this year?  I am pleased that there has been a great deal going on, and many students have extended their knowledge and love of the subject.

One of our main activities has been the series of lectures for sixth form students.  A wide range of topics made this year’s programme particularly appealing.
Our first lecture was the first at Churston Ferrers Grammar School, and proved to be one of the most popular.  Bob Digby gave a thought-provoking insight into the expected effects of the Olympic Games in London.  This aspect of urban and cultural regeneration is a key part of our study of urban environments.

This was followed in November with Heidi Strawson’s talk on trekking in the Himalaya.  I understand that those who attended found it most enjoyable.  It certainly gave ideas about the use of gap years.

In February we saw the return of Professor Paul Cloke, who six years ago gave the first lecture to the newly reformed SDGA.  His take on Diaspora helped us consider the influence of race and ethnicity on our culture today.  I think we were all encouraged to experience the world through a different pair of eyes and ears as we appreciate the cultures and musical influences all around us.  Even in South Devon, we cannot escape these influences, and in our own Diasporas may contribute to the mix.

Finally, our talk on the Jurassic Coast, postponed from last year, was held at TBGS.  However, the speaker was Sally King, the Jurassic Coast Visitor Manager, and not Dr Anjana Ford as originally billed.  Although I could not attend this talk, I understand it was well received and helped us understand how rebranding can change places.  I was stranded in Italy due to volcanic ash, experiencing at first hand the power of Geography to affect our lives!

In addition to these talks, we have hosted the local round of the Worldwise Quiz.  This is a national quiz aimed at pupils in years 8 to 10.  In spite of a reduced number of entries this year, the quiz was most enjoyable.  The team from TBGS regained the title from Churston Ferrers GS, last year’s winners.  We hope more schools will be able to participate next year.

I am always grateful for the work of Teresa and David for arranging these talks, and the many other activities that have made us one of the most active GA branches in the country.  Thanks also go to Plymouth University for their support in many ways, including the website.

2.Financial Report

	South Devon G.A.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Balance of accounts
	
	
	
	
	
	

	April 2009 - March 2010
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Details
	Date
	Income
	Exp.
	
	Balance
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	balance carried forward from 2008-09
	01/Apr
	£1,003.00
	
	
	£1,003.00
	

	Subvention 2007-08
	
	£51.00
	
	
	£1,054.00
	

	Subvention 2008-09
	
	£48.00
	
	
	£1,102.00
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Subscriptions ( groups)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Teign School
	
	£30.00
	
	
	£1,132.00
	

	CFGS
	
	£30.00
	
	
	£1,162.00
	

	Kingsbridge CC
	
	£30.00
	
	
	£1,192.00
	

	TBGS
	
	£30.00
	
	
	£1,222.00
	

	TGGS
	
	£30.00
	
	
	£1,252.00
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Network mtg / Lecture 1 @ CFGS
	
	£2.10
	
	
	£1,254.10
	

	refreshments
	
	
	£30.00
	
	£1,224.10
	

	lecture 2 @ TGGS
	
	£0.00
	
	
	£1,224.10
	

	refreshments
	
	
	£0.00
	
	£1,224.10
	

	lecture 3 @ TGGS
	
	£0.00
	
	
	£1,224.10
	

	refreshments
	
	
	£0.00
	
	£1,224.10
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	balance carried forward to 2010-11
	
	
	
	
	£1,224.10
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	lecture 4 @ TBGS
	
	?
	
	
	
	

	Refreshments
	
	?
	
	
	
	

	GIS @ CFGS
	
	?
	
	
	
	

	Subvention 2009-10 
	
	£12.00
	
	
	
	

	12 members @ £3.00
	
	£36.00
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Treasurer
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Date:
	22/04/2010
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Annual records to date
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2004-05
	£191.74
	
	
	
	
	

	2005-06
	£408.45
	
	
	
	
	

	2006-07
	£558.00
	
	
	
	
	

	2007-08
	£728.54
	
	
	
	
	

	2008-09
	£1,003.00
	
	
	
	
	

	2009-10
	£1,224.10
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


3. INSET

Well attended

UN Model Assembly 

Less schools participated this year, but still a powerful event
GIS event with David Holmes successful . SDGA paid for it and SWAT schools invited

4. Next year’s programme

S.D.G.A. PROGRAMME 2010-11
6th October 2010
Churston Ferrers G.S.

‘Population & Resources: achieving the right balance?’
Dr Richard Yarwood, University of Plymouth
+
'Ejyafjallajokull eruption 2010 - past, present and future?'

Professor Chris Caseldine,  University of Exeter

17th November 2010

Torquay Girls’ G.S. 

WORLDWISE QUIZ  
4.30-6.00pm 

16th March 2011

Torquay Boys’ G.S.
‘Global Change: Local Action. Climate change and the UK’

Dr Ralph Fyfe, University of Plymouth
+

‘India in the 21st century’
Tars’ Sandhu

25th May 2011
SDGA AGM  4.15pm @ T.G.G.S.
G.A. Worldwise Challenge – for Primary & Secondary Schools

Introduce your pupils to Worldwise, providing opportunities for students to take part in a range of fun and engaging free-of-charge activities aimed at promoting geography in schools:
· Geography Awareness Week (primary and secondary)
· Online Quiz (primary and secondary)

· Local Quiz on 17th November 2010 @ TGGS
This culminates in the annual Worldwise Challenge in April 2011.  

10 secondary schools will participate in a residential fieldwork weekend at a FSC centre somewhere in the UK. 

Geography Teachers’ CPD

‘Investigating contrasting localities in the UK – joining up communities through the curriculum’

11/2/11 (full day) & 4/4/11 (half day) @ CFGS

A split two day event promoting ESD and community cohesion, led by Jeff Stanfield, Hampshire Geography Adviser & Geography Author.

‘Using technology in the outdoor classroom’
25/5/11 @ Torquay Girls’ Grammar
Developing GIS for the new GCSEs & Alevels. 

10/6/11 @ CFGS
Practical workshop supported by David Holmes, building on the work started in last year’s successful event.

Twilight sessions for Primary Co-ordinators

For details contact Rebecca Da Costa at White Rock Primary School

English Riviera Geopark Roadshow – this is available free of charge to all local schools. Contact Tim Crine (293975). 
Global Education Network Events (see flyer for more details)
23/9/10     
Learning in Sustainable Schools @  CFGS
5/11/10     
Effective linking at a global scale @ CFGS
wb 7/2/11  
“c - Day” - a low carbon week for Torbay schools…
1/4/11      
UN Model Assembly @ S.Devon College
GLEN meetings are held at Churston on a termly basis. All are welcome.

10/11/10, 2/2/11 and 29/6/11 from 4-5pm
5. Marketing

More contact with the Herald Express needed

Election of officers

Current committee re-elected unopposed

Teresa Davison Secretary SDGA branch 10/9/10

