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GEOGRAPHICAL ASSOCIATION – INTERNATIONAL SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP

Annual Report 2009-2010

This has been a busy year and once again I would like to thank members of the Working Group for 
their continued support. We said goodbye to Nick Ashbee who is moving from Plan International to 
work with Water Aid.  Urszula Basini also left us after many years on the Working group. In 
recognition of her tremendous contributions in so many ways, she was presented with a well-earned 
GA Certificate. Certificates were also presented to Adam, Julian and Kevin and sent to past IWG 
stalwarts Karl Donert, Michael Storm and Deborah Isaacs. An Outstanding Service Diploma was 
awarded to Christine Speke who had been instrumental in starting IWG many years ago. In a 
delightful letter of thanks, Michael Storm stated “It is good to know that IWG initiatives multiply and 
prosper; if there's a mailing list for the Newsletter, can I be on it?”

Both Julian Maslin and Lizzie Wilshaw agreed to continue as members and we welcomed Amy Bishop,
Susan Knight, Marc Titcombe and Sam Walker as new members. Amy works for Plan International 
and has joined us a representative from the Charity Sector. Susan, Marc and Sam are teachers 
representing the primary and secondary phases. With these new members we are at full strength 
with a committee of 10 members. We also have a rapidly growing cohort of corresponding members 
such as Sarah Maude in China.

Members of ISIG relax at a recent meeting. From left to right: Sam Walker, Roger Nash, Lizzie 
Wilshire, Susan Knight, Catherine Owen, Adam Nichols, Julian Maslin, Kevin Cook and Marc 
Titcombe.

Notable activities during 2009-2010

We were disappointed that the planned Study Tour to Sangam, India did not take place for the 
reasons given in last year's report. We have remained in contact with the Centre and hope to run a 
future Study tour there. Adam Nichols continued the preparations for the Poland Study tour and, at 
the time of writing, this is will take place with 12 participants. Plans for the 2011 Tour to Tanzania 
are in hand. 
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We continue to publicise the Study Tour Bursaries and, during the year, revisited the terms and 
conditions associated with these. The amounts available are now more closely related to the overall 
costs of a Tour with a maximum of £500 being available to one primary and one secondary teacher in 
their first five years of teaching. The terms and conditions were agreed by the GA Governing Body 
during the year and the first award was made to a primary teacher taking part in the Poland Tour.

We were delighted that we were able to help provide GAIIF awards to two overseas visitors enabling 
them to attend the GA Derby conference. Malcolm McInerney, Chair of the Geography Teachers'
Association of Australia, presented a paper and was able to forge what we hope will be very useful 
links between his Association and the GA. The other recipient was Mrs Stawa Shaibu, senior
geography teacher at Kamuzu Academy Malawi. Stawa teaches at the same school as McDonald 
Gunde, one of the 2009 GAIIF recipients. Stawa gave a Teacher to Teacher presentation and 
participated fully in conference. 

After conference, Stawa was offered hospitality by members of IWG and visited the Yorkshire Dales 
and Durham (courtesy of Adam Nichols) and London (courtesy of Kevin Cook). She delivered a lesson 
at Taylor Road primary school in Leicester (courtesy of Sam Walker) and visited a junior school in 
Hampton Middlesex, linked with Kamuzu (courtesy of Kevin Cook). Both recipients have submitted 
reports on their visits and a very positive letter of thanks has been received from the Headteacher at 
Kamuzu. Plans are well in hand for the development of a GA Branch at the school and it is hoped that 
this will become a focus for geography teaching throughout Malawi.  We are most grateful to the 
Independent Schools' Special Interest Group for funding to allow Stawa to purchase resources at 
conference. We are also grateful to the many publishers at conference who donated atlases and 
other resources for use at Kamuzu. 

Thanks to the sterling efforts of Catherine Owen, we were able to produce our first e-Newsletter. 
This ran to 8 pages and contained details of the work of IWG during the year. It was circulated widely 
including being sent to all overseas visitors and to our corresponding members. It was also 
distributed at conference. We hope to be able to repeat this initiative in 2011.

Stawa Shaibu looking towards the financial heart of London from Waterloo Bridge. 
She publicised the GA wherever she went!
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6 members of the committee were able to attend conference and several made contributions to the 
programme. Catherine Owen was part of the team that launched the GCSE Geography Teachers'
Toolkit. Catherine's 'Going Global? A Study of our Interconnected World' was launched at this 
workshop. She was able to make use of images taken on a IWG Study Tour to Kenya and from Sarah 
Maude, ex-IWG member, now teaching in China.

Other IWG supported contributions to conference included a follow-up lecture presented by Anna 
Barford. Anna spoke at the 2009 Manchester conference on her PhD research into teachers' attitudes 
to global inequality and was able to report on her findings following her field research in Kenya. We 
also, in collaboration with the Independent Schools' Special Interest Group, hosted a well-attended 
International Rendezvous. This is a much appreciated regular event at conference and allows 
members from overseas to meet with UK colleagues. The IWG was represented at the Association at 
Work afternoon.

Members of IWG contributed during the year to two reviews of national documents. These were the 
Rose review on the Primary curriculum and the DfID Consultation on the Global Curriculum.

At each of our meetings we have an agenda item entitled 'Travellers' Tales'. This allows members to 
report on their travels around the globe and to mention geographical initiatives in which they are 
involved. The list seems to get longer with each meeting and during 2009-2010 members reported 
the following:

 Sam had spent two weeks in South Africa.
 Julian had led a Study Tour for 15 of his students to the Maasai Centre in Kenya
 Adam had visited Ethiopia and reported on its potential as a Study Tour venue. He had also 

contributed to a conference at Guangzhou, China
 Kevin visited Kenya and Tanzania and met the two GAIFF funded visitors to past conferences,

Veronica Kioko and Elizabeth Mueni. He also represented the GA at a Plan International 
conference held in London.

 Amy had visited Plan International school link co-ordinators in Kenya
 Lizzie is involved in a cross-curricular project at her school.
 Roger reported on the visit to the Sussex school where he is a governor by the Head Teacher 

of a Malawian school. Two teachers from his school will visit the Kitwe school.
 Urszula had visited Poland and Germany for conferences.
 Adam is supporting curriculum developments following an exchange of Head Teachers from 

China and Sunderland.
 Catherine continued in her role as Regional Subject Advisor for Somerset.

GAAIF

During the year IWG made a number of proposals to the GA Governing Body. Central to these was 
the wish to merge GAIIF into IWG thereby involving all members of IWG and making the process 
more transparent. It was proposed that GAIIF issues would become a regular IWG agenda item and 
that funding bids would be circulated electronically to all members. Recommendations would then 
be forwarded to the GA Governing Body for consideration. The Governing Body accepted these 
proposals and made several recommendations; all of which have been adopted.

During the year GAIIF awards were made as follows:

 Julia Hammond to enable her to visit her link school in Ghana
 Malcolm McInerney, AGTA Chair, to enable him to attend conference
 Stawa Shaiby, Senior Geography Teacher Kamuzu Academy Malawi to enable her to attend 

conference
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Full details of these awards are available in the GAIIF minutes and in the report submitted to the 
Governing Body in May 2010.

Professor Ashley Kent was thanked for his contribution as Chair of GAIFF over several years and will 
be nominated for the award of a GA Certificate in recognition of his work.

Requests for information from overseas geographers

GA HQ continues to receive many requests for information and advice from overseas geographers 
and IWG members were able to respond to many of these. IWG continued to develop its overseas 
members' database to include such enquiries and details of overseas visitors to conference. The 
database continues to be managed by Roger Nash.

Postscript

The eagle-eyed amongst you will have noticed that I have been using interchangeably two 
designations. During 2010 the GA officially changed the designation of its Working Groups to Special 
Interest Groups. In future, therefore, we will be known as the GA's ISIG. We are no longer the IWG.

Kevin L Cook Chair ISIG June 2010


