GA  IT SIG Minutes 96 November MMXI


The Geographical Association
Information Technology Special Interest Group

The Minutes of the 96th meeting of the ITSIG held on Saturday 12th November 2011, 10.15 at The Premier Inn, 26-30 York Way, King’s Cross, London N1 9AA in the York Room.

Present: Peter Fox [Chair], Bob Lang [Past Chair], Andy Newing, Kate Russell, Tina Horler and Sophie McDowell. Rachel Bowles [Corresponding member] and Petra Brown, by invitation also attended.

Apologies: Peter O’Connor, Martin Cooper, Matthew Potter and Stephen Ruddock

Membership Matters: Bob was thanked for his contribution to the group and his Chairmanship over the last year. Sarah Haynes had resigned from the group – PSF had thanked her on behalf of the group for all the work she had done. 

Membership Review: The membership of the group was reviewed. It was thought that the group covered most of the interests of the Geographical community. Membership details were checked. It was decided to e-mail all the corresponding members asking them if they wished to remain as corresponding members and to ask them what contribution they thought they might make - PSF to do this. 
Minutes of the Secondary Phase Group were exchanged and circulated on a regular basis by KR but it was thought that all minutes should be accessible by all from area on the GA web site so everyone was kept up to date with the GA’s thinking and progress – some are available on the GA site, but not all.
Matters Arising: GIS Day [16th November 2011] – BL said that he was hosting a GIS session to mark the day and AN was leading a GIS workshop. BL said that he had completed a book for the GA and this it was thought would be available for sale at the GA Conference in Manchester in 2012.

The Action Plan for the year, submitted by the group was outlined – it was thought that this was particularly ambitious for a small  group which met infrequently!

Bring Brag and Share: It was thought that an important role for the group was to share and disseminate good practise not only within the group but also to the wider community. Members brought to the meeting one or two examples of good practise or resources that they thought others should know about. All agreed that by 9th December 2011 they would produce materials and or reviews which would be sent to PSF for dispatch to HQ to be added to the GA Web site. PSF to discuss with Anne at GA HQ how these might to promoted to all members through the e-mail GA Newsletter early in January or when they were available. The pro-forma was re-circulated – a plain word document.
The items shared are listed below: [Some of these are not new but members felt that reminders about good resources and sites were always welcome]

Survey contact www.contactsurvey.org  Investigation about how people interact  
BL
Evernote  www.evernote.com – ‘Cloud based resources and ideas’    


BL

http://www.esri.com/software/arcgis/explorer/index.html Arc GIS Explorer – new material on this site 










BL

http://www.maptube.org/html    Map Tube – a bit like YouTube but based on maps – has its home in the UK   
 








AN
JSTOR – The GA Journal Geography has been digitalised and will be available via the GA web site in January 2012 – it provides a wide range and easy access to thousands of high quality resources which can be down loaded, stored and or printed.  Free to Geography subscribers. See article in January GA News 








PSF

Population [Demography] web site Eight Billion      
KR There are several sites covering this record population number.
http://www.digimap.gg/html    Digimap – a very good resource but not free    
KR Couldn’t find the site only a Beta version.[PSF] 
Where is the path? Ordnance Survey                          




KR

http://www.worldmapper.org/html   World Mapper – shows ‘distorted’ maps related to statistical information – often now used in examinations
                               


KR

‘Poland’ Mystery Stories         



AN Based on the GA visit to Poland
 http://www.wordle.net/html  Wordle – A visualisation of key words


RB

24th July Site – A day in the life of the ‘world peoples’ 




TH 
http://quikmaps.com/html  Quick Maps






SM

http://www.shakeout.org/html   Shake-out.org California Earthquake Simulations
SM          An opportunity for students to try to ‘earthquake – proof’ a room and then to observe the results of an earthquake on their efforts.
PUMPKIN Video Clips – A GA Pumpkin Video project
PB The idea of this was to make available to teachers a range of high quality ‘free’ video clips with some suggestions as to how they might be used. Some clips would be available to GA members free – this would be an on-line resource.
http://www.shelterbox.org/html      Shelter Box





RB

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q9j1xGaxYzY  Structure of the Earth ‘Rap’ on YouTube. Students can ‘sing along’ or make up their own ‘rap’.





SM

http://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/oswebsite/getamap/html   Get a Map

PB

Free Find Maps









PB

http://www.qgis.org/html    QGIS .org Download software



PB

Economist Daily Charts www.economist.com/blogs daily chart  BL

http://www.ted.com/ Ted.com     Globalisation – Podcasts     



BL

Contact Survey  www.contactsurvey.org/html  This site allows students to build a diagram based on all the different people they have met in a time frame. It provides ‘personal’ geographies and shows patterns for individuals 


  





BL

Applications for Geography – Living Blogs Apps. 





BL

 Newseum  http://www.newseum.org/exhibits-and-theaters/permanent-exhibits/world-news/press-freedom-map.html  This is a news-room site but with news not commonly broadcast on the main TV stations 









PSF
Conflict History  http://www.conflicthistory.com  This site provides GIS maps of different conflicts, wars and battles. These can be zoomed and overlays can be used to show relief

PSF
Not on the wires http://www.notonthewires.com/  This is a news site which covers stories not on the main TV stations – good for examples and cameos




PSF
Amazon centre for Environmental Education   http://www.wcupa.edu/aceer/  This site provides information on the Amazon, its ecosystem and change – it is suitable for primary too       PSF
Bangalore Patrol Website  http://bangalorepatrol.com/scores.php   This Bangalore Site contains information on the conditions in the city – particularly helpful for KS4 and above          
PSF
 FAO organisation http://www.fao.org/html   





PSF
Canada Statistics site http://www.statcan.gc.ca/mgeo/interactive-eng.htm The home page for the very powerful Canada Statistics site. Good GIS maps and data

     
              PSF 

Links to  United States and World Newspapers http://www.lib.utexas.edu/news/world.html  This site provides web links to US newspapers and world newspapers which allows comparison of how stories are handled in different countries and up to date news on issues within a country or area      PSF
United States National Atlas  http://www.nationalatlas.gov The National electronic Atlas for the USA


    







  PSF Quotes  http://q.uote.it/  This site is a source of quotes on all types of issues from the weather to pollution




 




PSF
Blue Sky World www.bluesky-world.com/blog/?m=201107



PSF
 The Guardian Environmental   http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/damian-carrington-blog
English Heritage GIS Map http://list.english-heritage.org.uk/mapsearch.aspx This site provides a GIS type map with details of all the English Heritage Sites in the UK


      PSF
Community Maps   http://www.communitymaps.org.uk



      PSF
National Land  http://www.nlpg.org.uk/nlpg/welcome.htm  This is an ‘Estate Agents’ site providing comparisons of housing in different areas of the UK – Good for Urban Geography
      PSF
Wunderground Wundermaps  http://www.wunderground.com/wundermap This site contains ‘wondermaps’ which are topical and often have inbuilt live video cams and statistics
      PSF
Gough Map  http://www.goughmap.org The Gough Map is an early map of England. It can be zoomed in on and the place names and sites explained.




      PSF
 Big Think Strange Maps http://bigthink.com/blogs/strange-maps This site provides many different types of map; many of them very strange but fascinating.



      PSF
Geographical Association Development Report and Feedback:

Conference Guildford 2011 and Manchester 2012

Members were thanked for the high quality of the sessions they led and delivered in Guildford. It was noted that all of the groups sessions had been very well attended and some workshops oversubscribed.

Members thought that that feedback from delegates, not just on the general arrangements for the conference, but also on specific sessions would be helpful to those leading sessions – Conference Planning Group or EC to consider ways of doing this. It was suggested that the South West was an area where a conference could perhaps be held if a suitable venue could be found at a reasonable cost.
The programme for the Manchester conference was circulated [12-14th April 2012] several sessions was being led by group members and this would form a substantive item at the IT SIG February meeting. It was explained that conference and accommodation booking had now been disaggregated. Early booking discounts were still available.
National Curriculum Developments: The process and progress made by the GA in the development of the new curriculum was explained. The group noted that there was little reference to ‘New Technology’ and only passing reference to GIS especially in ‘Standish’ – clearly any curriculum develop needs to be robust enough to take on new ideas, skills and themes which are relevant. The group stand ready to contribute to the development of the new curriculum when more has been decided.

BETT: It was understood that the GA would not have a stand this year at BETT but the Ordnance Survey would have some materials on display on their stand. Those members that helped out last year at BETT asked HQ to ensure that materials were available and arrived on time – this was not the case last year but it was understood that this was not the fault of HQ.

Publications: The publications in the ‘pipeline’ were welcomed. It was thought that it was essential to produce new handbooks especially the Primary Handbook – with material on the new curriculum and its development when known.

CPD: The lack of funding in schools, departments and for teachers to attend courses especially on ‘Geography’ when schools had other priorities was seen as a difficulty although the range of one and two day courses was welcomed as there were few other specific courses available to teachers and schools. The development of ‘on-line’  and ‘virtual’ courses was seen as a good way forward since these could be cheaper for schools and teachers - they would not have to travel and incur high supply costs if they were held at ‘twilight’ and schools could group together to take advantage of them. The group were willing to help with their development.
Education Committee: The suggested reform of this committee, although only still in its ‘early draft form’ was met with dismay. The role of this committee was quite clear – a communications hub and exchange [Between officers and staff of the association and members of the specific task groups] and a place where education policy of the GA could be developed in an environment of ‘experts’. Members thought it was important that as many members of the GA were involved in GA processes otherwise volunteers may feel that they are subsumed by ‘small cliques’ their help was not required and would stop volunteering. The paper on Earth Science was welcomed it was thought that the place of ‘Physical Geography’ had been eroded and this was an important area for rejuvenation! 
GA Monitoring: The paper by DG and DL was considered by the group who thought that it was good to monitor what was going on in schools and in geography and their specific areas in particular but the group was not sure how it would be able to do this task with the resources in terms of people and time they had available to them – at best the views would be anecdotal. The group only meets now perhaps twice a year and the agenda’s are full. The group was not sure how it would be able to collect reliable information that would be robust enough to inform the GA of anything. One way might be to develop on-line surveys [e.g. Survey Monkey] – which only a few teachers could spare the time to do or to use Quality Mark – a system already in place. With the forthcoming changes to the curriculum it was thought that should be the main focus for the GA, it would for teachers who would have to interpret and teach it.
Officers and Meetings: Andy Newing agreed to take the notes of the meetings and it was suggested by RB that the Chair-person should have tenure of two years.

The next meeting is scheduled for Saturday 25th February 2012, same venue, and although this clashes with the ‘Charnley Manor Conference’ for TW and RB it was decided because of the pressure of other available dates and the dates of other GA Committees to stick with this date. The summer meeting date is 25th May 2012 – if funds allow! Thanks to LO – HQ staff, for fixing the venue especially one with a window onto the street.
Peter S. Fox   November MMXI

Agenda Draft for the 97th meeting to be held on 25th February 2012 – please bring lap-tops! Premier Inn, York Road, London – 10.15 for 10.30 a.m.
Present:

Apologies: TW, BL?

Matters arising from the 96th meeting – membership and corresponding members, PUMPKIN video clips, National Curriculum developments.
GIS Day 16th November AN

Action Plan Review and Progress
Manchester Conference – sessions, displays, handouts and help

Bring, Brag and Spread

Mobile Applications Software – what is good, how can we help teachers to use it?
National Curriculum Developments

GA Matters 

Any other Business

The meeting on 25th May 2012
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