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Citizenship Working Group Workshop Report 

‘Teaching Citizenship through Geography: Designing Identity’
GA Annual Conference

29th March 2008

The Citizenship Working Group (CWG) held their workshop at the GA annual conference this year on the theme of ‘designing identity’. Co-chairs of the CWG, Helen Griffiths (University of Exeter) and Jessica Pykett (The Open University) led the workshop for primary and secondary geography teachers and PGCE tutors.  
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The workshop introduced teachers to recent work from within geography on the concepts and experiences of race, identity politics and ‘whiteness’, including the work of Geographer, Dina Abbott, University of Derby on the racialised practices of geography fieldwork. We considered how concepts such as ‘Britishness’ and nationality can only acquire meaning from the outside, or from what it excludes. We asked questions such as ‘when and where would you need an ID card?’, ’what identity do you not have a card for?’, ‘what does it say about you?’, ‘who would not have a right to an ID card?’, ‘where would your ID card exclude you from as well as allow you to go’? Presentation slides are available from the GA website.

The session was focused on planning an activity to design an identity card, exploring the themes of identity and diversity through geography. The workshop provided practical classroom activities and discussions which raise both everyday and controversial issues relating to ID cards, privacy and public surveillance, rights and responsibilities, and national identities.
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Participants were enthusiastic about the idea of designing an ID card activity to explore the geographies of identity, including the question of how identity is made in places, and how ID cards such as passports take on meaning at borders and boundaries, fostering belonging for some and exclusion for others. 

Teachers suggested ways to support an ID card activity, exploring what facets of identity could be included on students’ ID cards, exploring the pros and cons of introducing ID cards, thinking about what ID cards can be used for, the role of biometrics and the issue of data protection. They considered ways in which ID cards can be used to explain students’ identities to others and self-perception, planning a ‘who’s who’ game where students could guess whose identity belongs to who. We explored how different people may have different opinions about the ID card issue and planned how students could explore this from different perspectives.  Primary teachers thought about how they could deepen their students’ understandings of the ethnic make-up of the UK, and explored how this complex issue could be tackled in the primary classroom, including connecting it to the SEAL initiatives with an activity entitled ‘It’s good to be me’.  We talked about how identity could be approached through the concept of scale, and through exploring interconnections through hobbies, places, ethnicities.

Teachers will be exploring their lesson ideas through the geocitizen project over the coming months, and the CWG will be commissioning a series of viewpoint articles on designing identity.
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