THE DALMATION YEARS. 101 YEARS OF THE BRISTOL BRANCH OF THE GEOGRAPHICAL ASSOCIATION
On Saturday 14th June 2008 a fine selection of members and friends of The Bristol Branch of The Geographical Association met at the splendid Avon Gorge Hotel to celebrate their 101 year anniversary.
Garry Atterton, the branch president 2007 – 2008, gave a thank you speech and he opened with the real reason for the 101 years celebration and not the 100 years. The reason being that it was the fault of ex national president and Bristol branch president Pat Cleverley! Garry found in the archives a note that Pat Cleverley wrote about another former national President (1980-1981) Vic Dennison. “He was always willing to run field trips to his beloved Mendips- he broke his leg on our century walk (national GA). So there was no way we were going to take any chances on our century year!
Garry thanked Alison Bailey (former Bristol branch president) for organising the two visits that afternoon to the Clifton Rocks railway.  He then posed the following true or false facts? One ex national president actually remembered going done the rocks railway just before the war the other one remembered the opening day in 1897 when he went to see Bristol City play. Of course it was true that Sheila Jones did go down the rocks railway before the war. However John Westaway (national president (2007 -2008) was not quite old enough to remember the opening ceremony!!
The summer 1907 edition of ‘The Geographical Association Teacher’ stated that” New branches (of the GA) had opened in Sheffield, Bristol and Huddersfield”. The editor was so forward looking in saying that “Local branches bring members in touch with each other and enable them to undertake regular course of geographical work, including the discussion of recent geographical literatures of practical methods of teaching.”
The following lists were given about Bristol branch lectures for 1908 and 2008 and the guests were asked to guess the years.
‘Map reading for an exercise for Secondary School pupils.'
‘The geographical distribution of plants.’

‘The Panama Canal’ 

And 

‘Urban regeneration of Bristol’
‘The Geography of Aids’

‘Severn Tidal Power – A barrage of issues’

How Geography has changed in a hundred years. However the Bristol branch of the Geographical Association has not changed in its 101 years history in providing high quality support to geography educators and students. 
Garry then bestowed the honour of honorary life membership to three former Bristol branch Presidents who gave so much to the group over many years:  Pat Cleverley, Sheila Jones, and Linda Beskeen. Glasses were the raised to 101 years of The Bristol branch of The Geographical Association, past, present and future.
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Garry Atterton Bristol branch President 2007 - 2008
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