Major Boost for Geography in Schools


Schools Minister Andrew Adonis today announced a new package of support of nearly £2 million to boost Geography in schools.  The extra money will help fund the biggest ever programme of activity and support for the subject in both Primary and Secondary schools.   


Andrew Adonis also announced the appointment of Rita Gardner, Director of the Royal Geographical Society (with the Institute of British Geographers), and David Lambert, Chief Executive of the Geographical Association, as expert Geography Advisers to the Secretary of State.  


Geography remains a popular option at GCSE - however it does face some specific challenges.  The extra investment announced today will help teachers to further enthuse their pupils and put Geography firmly on the map.


The Department for Education and Skills has worked with the Geographical Association and the Royal Geographical Society (with IBG) to develop an Action Plan for Geography, which includes:

· A Geography Ambassadors Scheme - bringing geographers from business and universities into the classroom to show young people how relevant geography is today.  This will be supported on-line by prominent Geography Ambassadors such as Nick Crane from the BBC’s “Coast” and Nick Middleton from Channel 4’s “Surviving Extremes” ;
· A national website for Geography teachers bringing together for the first time an on-line bank of all existing and new resources to support teaching;

· Fieldwork and Leadership training, Quality Marks for schools and chartered geography status for teachers and additional resources for teachers of the Key Stage 3 curriculum.  These resources will help to tackle relevant contemporary issues from Globalisation and Climate Change through to the 2012 Olympics.


To mark the launch of the Action Plan every secondary school in England will be receiving a copy of Michael Palin’s “Himalaya”, to inspire teachers and pupils with the landscapes and peoples he encountered on his journey.  This will go to schools together with details of the Action Plan for Geography.  


Schools Minister Andrew Adonis said:


“Geography matters to everyone. It is the gateway to understanding the rich variety of landscapes and different cultures around the world.  This is why I am delighted to announce the biggest ever programme to boost Geography in schools. Our investment will give teachers more support and professional development opportunities, to make geography teaching more inspirational and relevant


“We want pupils to enjoy geography and to develop their analytical skills by exploring and questioning the world around them.  To mark the launch of the Action Plan for Geography every secondary school in England will get a copy of Michael Palin’s “Himalaya”, an exciting read for pupils providing a wealth of opportunities for further discussion 


“I am also delighted to announce the appointment of Rita Gardner and David Lambert as Geography Advisers.  Their knowledge and expertise will be warmly welcomed.”

Speaking on the announcement today and their appointment as advisers,


Rita Gardner said:


“I am delighted the Society has been able to work with the geography community and the government to produce this excellent Action Plan.  This is a fantastic opportunity to put high quality geography lessons firmly on the map in all schools.”


David Lambert said:


“I think this is a significant moment for geography in schools. This is a subject of enormous potential to help young people grapple positively and constructively with all manner of issues that will affect their future lives. I am looking forward to working with school teachers on developing new curricula and in particular in developing the new school geography Quality Marks.” 

Michael Palin who is supporting the Action Plan for Geography has said:


“You can travel the seas, poles, and deserts and see nothing. To really understand the world you need to get under the skin of the people and places.  In other words, learn about geography.  I can’t imagine a subject more relevant in schools.  We’d all be lost without it.” 
Notes to Editors:

1.  The DfES will provide £961,000 in 2006-07 and £975,000 in 2007-08

2.   The Action Plan for Geography came from intensive discussions and consultations with the wider geography community carried out by the Geography Focus Group in 2005.  The group was set up to develop a strategic approach to the challenges facing geography in schools including addressing weaknesses in teaching at primary and Key stage 3 identified by OFSTED, and boosting GCSE and A-level numbers.  The group which has met on several occasions with Schools Minister Andrew Adonis was made up from teachers, Heads, universities, business, media and other people who use geography in their careers.  It identified six key themes – fieldwork, communication, public engagement, teacher training and development, networks and links, curriculum development and some cross cutting issues like sustainable development and using ICT. 
3. Geography ambassadors will be both undergraduates and those using geography in the workplace.  By the end of the two years of investment we aim to have at least 500 ambassadors and at least 500 schools involved in the programme

The scheme is currently being piloted in 2 areas: Reading & Maidenhead (with University of Reading) - 10 schools with 10 undergraduate ambassadors and 10 work place ambassadors: and East London - 10 schools with 10 undergraduate ambassadors and 10 work place ambassadors e.g. examples of workplace ambassadors include individuals from Morgan Stanley, Groundwork (charity), and an official from Fraud Squad – these are all either geographers or those who use geography in the work place.  The scheme is proving very popular with pilot schools.
4. There will be a new website for Geography teachers – bringing together for the first time all the resources and information that already exists to support teaching and professional development.  Teachers will have an easy to use web service and can also contribute to the new support, guidance and resources that will be on offer.

5. We will also provide additional Key Stage 3 resources based around selected key curriculum topics, and will tackle relevant contemporary issues from Globalisation and Climate Change to the impact of the 2012 Olympics.  The resources will include ‘celebrity’ starters – for example, video footage of celebrities exploring different geographical regions, and will also introduce a fresh new range of case studies.

6. Fieldwork is a key part of geography for pupils of all ages.  There will be a virtual fieldwork centre and training to help teachers take up the wealth of learning opportunities on their doorstep.  It will combine expert advice, best practice and guidance on up to date resources and using new technologies. It will link with the Education outside the Classroom Manifesto – first announced by Ruth Kelly in Feb 2005.  A consultation on the Manifesto vision and aims has recently concluded and results will appear shortly on the DfES consultation website.  A launch with Manifesto partners is planned for later in the summer term.

7.  Primary and Secondary Geography Quality Marks’ (accreditation for schools and departments)-  roll out from Sept. ’06.  Linked to OFSTED Self Evaluation Framework. These will help teachers and subject leaders identify quality criteria for geography. Bronze, Silver and Gold status will be obtainable.  The Geography Development Fund has supported the trial of the Primary Quality Mark with 25 schools and the Secondary Quality Mark has been prepared for piloting.

